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tricts, I amer directed to inform you that the
carriage of go-carts onl country trains is a
different matter fromt their conveyance in the
metropolitan alen, whtere stations are equipped
with platforms and staff is available to assist
guards in the handling of thle prams to and
from the vans. Moreover, suburban braklevan
compartments invariably have space to spare,
01nd their accommodation presents no difficulty.

2. In the country areas, however, platforms
anld staff are not at al! points available, and
the handling of prams in brakevans taxed to
capacity with perishable or other goods often
presents quite a problem. Tue position would
doubtless be aggravated oil many lines, and
proibably involve the department in additional
expense were free carriaige to bo agreed to,
and in the circumstances the Commissioner re.
grets that hie cannot see his way to alter the
existing practice. At the some time, hie desires
tie to point out that thle rate on preas is very
low, and it can hardly be contended that the
freight imposes aol undue burden onl country
residents.

Hon. V. Hamersley: We have not a
country-minded Government.

Hon. A. THOMSON; That shows the
attitude adopted. Here is the case of a
woman wvho pushed a pram along two miles
of rough road. 'Womea in the metropolitan
area have not to push their prams very far,
and they are accorded the privilege of free
carriage. The woman in the country, who
should receive more consideration than she
gets, may still push her prami two miles over
rough country, and then pay freight onl the
train in and out. I regret that the Railway
Departmnent have adopted that attitude, but
they have the authority to say what shall be.
I have hurried over thiese matters, because
I (10 not want to spoil the evening for lion.
itemrbers, but I would say in conclusion that
it is my intention at a later stage to intro-
duee at Bill to amend the Transport Act in a
mannier similar to that which I previously'
suggested, and I will deal with that matter
miore fully when I submit the Bill.

Onl motion by Hon. 'T. Moore, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 7.54 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-HOSPITAL TAX,
EXPENDITURE.

Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for
Health: 1, What was the amount realised
tinder the Hospital Tax Act for the year
ended the 30th June, 19371 2, Of such
amounts, howv much was spent in the same
period on hospital buildings in (a) the
metropolitan area; (b) in country dis-
trict? 3, How much of the money raised
hy the tax in the same period was spent
onl maintenance of hospitals in (a) the
metropolitan area; (b) in country districts?

The MINISTELR FOR HEALTH replied:
1, £234,599 3s. 5d. 2 (a), £3,171 Os. 4d.;
(b) £17,034 16s. 9d.; total £20,205 17s. Id.
3~ (a) £110,514 Is. 2d.; (h) £85,326 18s.
8d.; total £105,840 19s. l0d.

QUESTION-RURAL RELIEF.
Mr. BOYLE asked the Minister for

Lands: 1, What total amounts have been
muade available for the adjustmnent of far-
mner's debts under the Rural Relief Act,
1935. by (a) the Commonwealth Govern-
inent. (b) the State Government? 2, What
was the numlber of applications received
under tbc Rural Relief Act, 1935? 3, How
many applications wvere adjusted? 4, How
miany are awaiting adjustment? 5, Up to
wvhat date of application by farmers have
,applications been adjusted9 6, Is it the
intention of the Government to give effect
to the district debt adjustment provisions
of Section 9 of the Rural Relief Act? 7,
What was the cost to the 30th June, 1937,
of the administration of the Rural Relief
Act?

Tile MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Advanced-(a) by Commlonwealth Gov-
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erment: at 3 0/ 6 /1 9 3 7 , £464,000; first in-
stalinent 1937-38, £83,000; total £547,000;
(b) no cash advances, hut in relation to the
Farmners' Debts Adjustment Act the Agri-
cultural Bank has agreed to write off
£C705,234, the State Sawmills. Taxation De-
partment, arid Water Saipply Department
£10,175, a total of C715,400. 2, Applica-
tions received total 2,961. 3, Applications
adjusted -.-Adjusted and paid, 1,602; ten-
tatively passed by Trustees, but pendingo
creditors' meetings, 337: total, 1,939. 4,
Awaiting adjustment, 1,359. 5, Applica-
tions received duringr 'November-December.
1036, now being dealt with. 6, Effect has
been given to this section by the appoint-
mnent of Agricultural Bank Inspectors as
district officers. 7, fl.470 (1/3/36-30'6!
37).

QUESTION-WHEAT BELT, NORTH

GOOMARIN AREA.

Linkiloy-up (if Hldings.

Mr. BOYLE asked the 'Minister for
Lands: I., Is it proposed to strengthen the
holdings of settlers on poor land in the
wheat belt by the addition of adjoining
abandoned blocks?2 2, If so, -when wvill this
policy be given effect to in regard to N.orth
Goomarin settlers who have already applied
for such linking-up! 3, Is he a-ware that
nearly two years have elapsed since thesep
settlers made their first applications? 4,
If a linking up is effected, will the total
debts on such bloceks be written down to
the productive capacity of the blocks?

The MIY \IS PER FOR LASTS replied:
1, Yes, in approved eases. 2, Policy is
being given effect to at present. Prelimin-
ary action already taken by leasing addi-
tional holdings to settlers. 3, 'No. 4, Yes!.

QUESTION-WATER AND
SEWERAGE RATES.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
W~ater Supplies: What water and sewerage

rates were struck in the metropolitan area
for the years 1932-1933, 1933-1934, 1934-
1935, 1935-1936?

The MINISTER FOR WATER SUP-
PLIES replied: 1932-1936: Water, 1s. 7d.;
sewerage, 10d,

QUESTION-HOSPITALS FOR THE
INSANE, FRUIT SUPPLIES.

Mr. SAMP1SON asked the' Minister: 1, Is
frulit a Portion of the food reguIlarly sup-
plied to patients of the different hospitals
for the insane?) 2, What quantities have

beso priovidedl during I le past year! 3, 0f
the aggregate, what qluantity (u) has beeni
pur11chased.. (b) produced onl the hiome
farin; (e) what varieti(., of trait have been
iprovidled?

The 'MIN ISTE R FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Fruit is supplied with reasonable
regularity subject to the fluctuations of
the market. 2, Quantities .,upplied dur-
ing, the past year total 65,095 ]b.,. 3,
The above quantity was made uip of-(a)
1J,1 11s uI.iurdihased, (11) 47,135 lb pro-
d'iedo by- the fa inis or ibe MNental Hospitals
I hq .11dr ien t arid 2,760) Ili,. -tiip lied by Par-
-liF11 rli~ Fai~r1}zrlmr (c) tile above qu1anti-
rie ; include plum11s, flirusi-, plears, apple",

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMIMITTEES.

Mr. SPEAKER : I deq--re to announcee
that T have appointed Mr.% Withers, M1r.
Ilegne 'v aund Mr inj -oni to lie temporary
Cha.irmni or Comimittees fori thne >e.sion.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
Oin motion by iIr. WYilsomn, leave of ab-

-eric(e for two weeks g-rantedl to the Mlinister
for Agrivulture (Hon. K. J. S. Wise-Gas-
eoyni') on the ground of ill-health.

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.

Sirlh Dayj.
Debate resnined fron the previous day.

MR. WATTS (Katanning) [4.37]: 1
should like to join with oilier memnbe rs in
coiigratiilatiiie the Preniivr on his safe re-
lir" from the Coronation celebrations anti
n:ho %ipon hlis apparently g-reatly improved
health. I ami sure thant whatever political
diferenees may exist between the Premier
aind other members, we all hare a1 ver high
apmn'eeiation. of the chIaracteristics he dis-
plays in this House. We have found him to
be one of the most fair-mnided. men it is
possible to cleat with, and in these circum-
striwv-s it affords us great pleasure to offer
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him our congratulations. 1, too, wish to
express MY regret at the accident that befell
the Minmister for Agriculture. It is unfor-
tuite that lie met with that accident and
was not able to attend a conference that was
to e.-inuuwinee shortly after that occurrence.
I trust it will not be long- before the 3Mister
returns to the State well able to resume his
duties in connection with the Agricultural
:ind Edueation Departments. InI the course
of the last 12 months, I suppose there has
been much done in my district for which I
and the district con he thankful. I have
b-een obliged by" various Government depart-
mnents from time to time in the prov *ision of
necessiary it(VmS, and for that wvhich my elec-
torate has received I think I May safely
say I am grateful. At the same time there
are other matters that I think I have a
right to believe ought to have been pr~o-
vided, and indeed might have been provided,
had the opportunity for their provision. been
embraced by those in authority. At the out-
set I intend making reference to the eondi-
tion, particularly With regard to the furni-
ture, of certain country schools. I am
aware that in referring to this subject I am
not speaking of schools in the electorate of
Kattanning only. Similar conditions are to
he found in schools in many other partseo
the State. It appears to me that so limited
is the amount of money made available for
expenditure by the Education Department
in the country districts, that a large number
of the schools arc furnished in a manner
that is not only totally inadequate, but, in
all probability, very unhealthy and unsatis-
factory for the children who arc obliged to
attend. On perusing the Press during the
past few wveeks, I have noted that £500
could be expended on the improvement of
the grounds of .1 school at Hayswater, yet I
find that with regard to a school in my dis-
trict, at which about 12 children are in at-
tendance, the provision of one desk, with a
seat along it to which no back is attached.
is all that was made by the department for
the use of those children. That £500, while
it might have been expended on work that
was required, could more justifiably have
been spent in the country districts for the
purpose of remedying the conditions that
exist in a very large percentage of the
schools. I say "in a large percentage of
the schools" because in doing- so I am Dot
merely giving expression to my own views.
1 have a letter from the Education Depart-

ment under yesterday's dlate in which it is
stated-

The department is doing its best to effect
improvements in the type of seats in country
schools. Last year an amount of money was
prodided which enabled us to furnish some
schools with dual desks, but there are many
schools yet to be provided for. In these, oin-
fortunately, the long desks must still be in
use until additional funds airc made available.

It is apparent that not only those who reside
within easy reach of the metropoltan area
and the larger centres are those who con-
tribute towards the revenue of the State.
People in the outback areas, to a greater or
lesser degree in accordance with their means.
are contributors to that taxation, and are
entitled, as a right and not as a favour, to
similar treatment to that eted out to their
mnore fortunately-placed brethren in- the
metropolitan and larger centres. I* hope
that daring the coming year a very definite
effort will be made thr-ough the Treasury to
enable the Education Department to provide
what I claim as a right, namely, that these
country schools shall receive assistance in the
direction I have indicated, bringing them,
according to their size, relatively up to the
standardf of comfort and conditions that
exist in schools in the metropolitan area.

Mr. Cross: There is room for improve-
ment there, too.

Mr. WATTS: I have not a great deal to
say regarding- rilway matters but there isi
one point I want to touch upon. Those of us
who have read the "Sunday Times" in re-
cent months, wvill have noticed that there
harve been sonme complaints from residents
in the Great Southern districts regarding
the unsatisfactory accommodation provided
for second-class passengers on the trains
that run from Albany to Perth. One cor-
respondent wrote very strongly three or four
months ago and complained that there was
practically no accommodation for second-
class passengers if there was anything like
a large number whob desired to he trans-
ported. It has to he remembered that the
train Journey from Albany to Perth is made
almost entirely during the night, and the
people who travel by those trains are, in
consequence, compelled either to book a
sleeper at additional cost, or else to sit up
throughout the night. Quite a number of
those who desire to travel by the train are
not in such a position that enables them- to
afford the extra expenditure required to
secure a sleeper, and if the compartments
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aire at all crowded, as they have been on
many occasions, the passengers are coul-
pelled to sit up in a cramped fashion from
some hour during the night until 11~
o'clock the following morning. I would
like to suggest that in regard to
trains that are purely passenger train;, con-
sideration should be given to making
every passenger have a sleeper; that
iS to say, providing every passenger
with a sleeper whether it he in the
first or the second-class sections, and
the charge for the sleeper to be included in
the fare. I do not suggest that the fare
should be any greater than it is now. Per-
sons who travel by such trains running
through the night are, in my opinion, en-
titled to have a sleeper, provided they are
travelling a sufficient distance to warrant it.
The position would then he that each pas-
senger would have a modicum of comfort if
travelling through the long night hours. I
suggest this, not so much by way of criticism
as by way of assistance to the railways of
this State; because, unless and until some
action is taken to render that trip from
Albany a wore comfortable trip, there is
going to be taken every available opportun-
ity to travel by some other means. If the
journey hr train can he made a little mowe
attractive, the number of persons- who wish
to travel on that line I am referring to, and
also on other line;, would be very much
greater in the long run. We heard yester-
day a good deal from the member for Kan-
owna (Mr. Nulsen) in connection with the
port of Esperance. With all he said I am
in entire agreement. The port of Esper-
ance is undoubtedly entitled, so far as is
humanly possible, to receive the benefits that
should belong to it, and so too is the port
of Albany. Without desiring for a moment
to enter into a consideration of whether one
.place is better or worse than another, I say
definitely that those people who are to be
found in the hinterland of Albany are en-
titled to see Albany put into such a posi-
tion that they may use it as a port for their
own benefit and also for the benefit of
Albany itself. There is no need for me to
dilate on the conditions conferred by Nature
upon Albany as a port, for we all know that
they are there;- but unfortunately they lack
development, It would be interesting to
ascertain what amount of money has been
spent on the port of Albany during recent
years, say, f or the last decade. I think we

should find that, in common parlance, the
amount was merely negligible. The time is
not far distant when the people of the
Albany zone willi be saying in no uncertain
voice that they require the port of Albany
to be attended to. A considerable num-
ber, in fact the greater proportion, of
those people are to be found in the Rat-
anniug electorate, and they say that they
want bulk handling facilities provided at
Albany. I agree with them that so long as
they do not have those facilities at Albany,
so long will those of them who are wheat-
growers-taking the figures quoted by the
Royal Commission on hulk handling-be suf-
fering a loss to the extent of 21d. to 24d.
per bushel on their output. There is not
much justification for the continuance of
that loss. It may be that before bulk hand-
ling facilities are provided at Albany there
should be a certain amount of reclamation
ut the foreshowe. That reclamation could
be carried out at a very reasonable price.
I suggested just now that it would be found
that the expenditure on Albany in recent
years has been negligible. It is high time
that that was rectified. Its rectification
should first take the form of providing re-
clamation in order to f urnish a site for the
bulk handling facilities. There is no doubt
in my mind that the time is drawing very
near when the manufacture of superphos-
phate at Albany will have to be commenced.
It is very desirable that the reclamation I
referred to should take place, in order that
the superphosphate company which may ulti-
mately he induced to establish Works there
should be able to find a suitable place for
the purpose. Possibly it would astonish
sme members of this House to be told that
the use of superphosphate in the Albany
zone has increased hb' 6,000 tons during the
last three seasons, and that the consumption,
so far as can hi. Ascertained by consulting
the railway freight figures, is now approxi-
mately 229,000 tons per annum. And it is still
rapidly increasing. It -has increased from
16,000 tons in the year 1934-35 to 22,000 tons
for the season just past, and that increase is
still progressing. The adoption of top-dress-
ing, which has been found to be of inestim-
able. value for- pastures, is rapidly increas-
ing, which of course, means an increase in
the consumption of superphosphate. As
a result of that top-dressing-which is not
by any means, practised by all the
farmers-the advantage of using snuper
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is becoming more and mare wjdely,
known, and there is no doubt that the prac-
tice of top-dressing will continue to in-
crease. It is impossible for members repre-
senting districts forming a large part of
the Albany zone to make any remarks on
the Address-in -reply without pressing very
strongly for consideration to be given to
those necessary works at Albany, so that
the people of the district we represent will
in due course have the facilities which I
contend, and they contend, they are un-
doubtedly entitled to as inhabitants of
the Albany zone. Among the charges that
are placed uipon the motoring public is to
be found the annual driver's license, which
no doubt provides a convenient addition lo
the revenue. One considering the position
of motorists so far as taxation is con-
cerned mnust hie impressed by the fact that
they are pretty hardly dealt with. There
is a tax of 71/4d. onl the price of every
gallon of petrol that the motorist buy,,
and while I admnit that he receives a bene-
'fit of portion of that in the improvement
of the roads over which he drives, yet the
balance of that tax bring-, iii no benefit
except the benefit of the reflection that it
goes into Federal revenue. He is also
obliged to pay his annual license for the
use of the roads. With that T have no com-
plaint. Hut he also contributes indirectly
to other forn-:, of Government revenue.

The Minister for Works: The license fee
is not Government revenue.

'Mr. WATTS: I did not say it was.
The 'Minister for Works: You said,

"Other forms of Government revenu.''

Mr. WATTS: I was wrong-. 1 meant
forms of taxation. He is also obliged
to pay Customs duty and, in addition, the
sales tax. There may be other charges that
he is compelled to pay. And now wre find
that he is being asked to pay' increased
insurance rates on his vehicle. And on top
of it all there is the annual charge of a
fee of .5s. for the renewal of his license.
This is totally unneessary, for if a man
be competent to drive a car in 2936, and
if he commit., no offence against the laws
during the next ten years, it seems to mue
that he will he quite competent to drive
a car in 1946. 1 throw out for the consid-
eration of the Government the suggestion
that for all new licenses obtained by motor-
ists in the first instance a greater sum than
.5s. be charged, and that renewal of licenses

should not be enforced. Once a license is
issued, the person securing that license
should be entitled to use it.

The 'Minister for Works: Motorists have
inure taxes to pay to the Federal Govern-
ient. You arc not complaining about that,

Mr. WATTS: I cannot, unfortunately.
The other day the Minister for Works was
kind enough to inform i that an amount
of £:20 had been spent on the courthouse-
-it Katanning, and that he had in contein-
plation the making of provision on the
draft Loan Estimates for alterations, to
that place. I do not like to mniss any
opportunity of explaining to the Minister,
who has not inspected the place himself.

wvhy he should not fail to go further thanx
those draft Estimates in this matter. The
courthouse at Katanning consists of three
roomIs. Had the Mfinister been there three
or four weeks ago lie would have found
that there was absolutely no place where
a witness or an inquisitive visitor could
.it in the couirt: because the greatest part
of the space behind the bar was taken uip
with the weights and measures parapher-
nalia of the department concerned.
not to mention t-he whole estate of
a deeased l-wrsoin whose estate was
in charge of the Curator. In con-
sequence there was noxvhere those people
could go. The police offlce is a room of
Itf t. by 12f t., i n -which a s erge an t a nd three
police officers are supposed to be able to
transact the business to their owvn satisfac-
tion arid the -,ttisfaction of those with
whom they have to deal. I suggest that it
is impossible for them to do so. Thore are
times when the omfeer in charge of a station
is compelled to undertake what are more
or less private discussions wvith those who
coimic to see himt. For this purpose there
is ito place available down there. The clerk
of courts-who has also such a wide variety1
of duties to attend to that he is more
like a lord high everything-else, as de-
picted in "The MNikado" -is relegated
to a ro0om l6ft. by Ifift., out of which there
has now been taken a large space at a cost
of £20 to provide a counter for the, public.
There is no convenience for the magistratei,
who has no other place in which
to retire to consider his Judgment
or to deal with Chamber matters. ae
is compelled to aCCvlpt this space partitioned-
off from the public room where people coip
to buy stamps and have bir~ths, deaths and
niarniages registered andi to require forty
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other things which this officer-thank good-
ness a most efficient person-has to attend
to. I have mentioned these matters because
I do pot think the Minister has seen themn
for himself. This is the best opportunity
I have of advising hint of the position, which,
by the way, I have not exaggerated. I trust
that very soon some effort will be made to
enlarge and inodernise the premises for the
more efficient carrying onl of Government
business. In the course of his speech the
member for Roebourne (Mr. Rodoreda) ex-
pressed the opinion that the basic wage
should be greatly increased. I think hie said
a shilling or two would be Of nO use, that the
increase ought to be in pounds. I do not
say I should be opposed to anyone receiving
-an increase of pounds in pay if it would do
him any good. I suggest that an increase such
as is suggested would probably react to the
detriment of those who got it. -A pound is
only worth what it will buy. If 10s. wvill
buy to-day what a pound will buy to-
mnorrow, a mani might just as well have thle
10s. to-day as. the pound to-miorrow. I am
not looking for anything in the nature of a
reduction in the standard of living, nor for
any change that would he detrimental to any
sectlion of the comnmunity. I ask those who
talk glibly about increasing the basic wage*
by a pound a week, what will be the effect
upon the general community. The worker
is employed aind paid his wages by the manu-
facturer or merchant, or someone who is in
a position to pass on all increased charges.
Thle employer will pass these charges onl inl
the future as he has done in the past. The
cost of the article the worker is compelled to
buy-it is tile product of his own labour or
that of some other worker-is going to in-
crease as the wvages increase. The greater
the increased cost to the manufacturer or
merchant the greater will be the increased
price, because there will be a profit on the
increased cost, and the greater the cost the
greater the proft. Aui increase of that
nature would merely bring us back in a short
time to where we "-crc, so that the 10s. of to-
day would buy as much as the pound of to-
morrow, and the pound of to-morrow would
be worth no more than the 10s. is worth to
its to-day. What we should endeavour to do
is to keep down the cost of living, so that the
10s. of to-day would be worth 11s, to-
morrow, and not that the pound of to-
morrow should be worth the 10s. of to-day.
The agricultural section is also entitled
to consideration. The members of
that section would naturally have to

pay the increased cost to which I have
referred, and the increased profit upon the
increased cost. They would be compelled,
with others to whom I have referred, to pay
an increased price for the goods they buy.
Out of what fund would they. pay that in-
creased price? The only fund from which
they could Pay would be represented by the
money they obtained from the bulk of the
produce they had to sell. For a long tine
to come the bulk of their produce wilt have
to he exported overseas, and the price which
can be obtained in the markets that are
available overseas is the price that the pro-
ducer must accept for his products. He wit!,
therefore, receive no more, whatever charges
lie will have to incur at this end. The ill-
creased charges created in the manner I have
indicated will be passed on by the mierchant
and man ufacturer, so that the agriculturist
will have to pay more for what he requires,
and his last stage will be worse than his first,
bad enough as it is to-day. If we could
direct our attention more towards increasing
the aniouint that the pound will buy to-day,
than to increasing the nuniber of pounds we
receive so that those pounds wvill in future
buy less than they do to-day, we shall be
more successfully discharginig our duty to
the country.

The Minister for Works: The worker does
not get the increase from the Arbitration
Court until the cost has been passed onl to
him.

Mr. 'WATTS: Let us try to work it out
the other wvay, so that nothing will be added
directly to the cost of living and so that the
basic wage may remain inl statu quo1. If thle
worker can buy thle samte goods for less
money, if only 5 per tent, less, lie will be
5 per cent. better off. If you give him 5
per cent. niore money and increase the cost
of living by .5 per cent., the worker is no
better off.

Mr. Stubs": It would be likec thle dog
chasingc its tail.

Mr. 'WATTS: Yes. Reference was wnad4
to inc on, the last dlay of last scssion whon
menibers were considering an amendment to
a ]notion for consideration of the Coo ncil'
amendments to the Dairy Products Market-
ing Bill, it was only after the session ii*E
over I realised what that observation was
The remark to which I refer was niade h3
the member for Victoria Park (Mr.
Raphael). What lie satid was that wheti
there was a chance of affordingp relief tc
necessitous and sustenance workers, my votE
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was always given against doing it. I regret
the hon. member is not iii his seat, for I am
going to say one or two things which may
be useful to him. The bon. member is not
lacking in the element of kind-heartedness,
and I (10 not suppose he wishes to do other
than a reasonably fair thing by those who
are somewhat down and out. I believe that
his accusation on that occasion was probably
made without due consideration, a practice
which I have noticed he is not always able
to guard against. As I believe that his re-
mark was made in the heat of the moment I
will not make the observations which it oc-
curred to me to make shortly after I read
what he said. It is, however, high time
that members opposite got out of their heads
the idea that those on this side of the House
are opposed to fair treatment being given to
sustenance and relief workers, and other per-
sons similarly situated. I make this plain
declaration that full-time employment for
those men is very nece~sary. The Govern-
ient have an increased revenue, consider-
ably more revenue than th~ey have had in
previous years, and considerably more than
the previous Government had, and there are
fewer of those persons for tlie Government to
deal with. That being so, surely much more
could be done to provide mote full-time em-
ployment for those p~eolple than has been
done. The electorate of Victoria Park, I
understand, contains a considerable number
of industrial and relief workers. Probably
the lion, member is better able to put up a
case for those folk than I would be able to
do. Both before and sinace I entered this
Chamber I have had( Just as evirdent a desire
for the improvement of their lot as
has the member for Victoria Park. The
substance of the charge is that I voted
against legislation [lint was introduced for
the benefit of those people. Would to God
anl opportunity had been afforded [o me to
vote for legislation that would benefit them.
I ask you, Sir, to point it out to me. I have
gone carefully through the legislation that
has been submitted to Parliament during the
last two sessions, and can find nothing which
by any stretch of the imagination was likely
to improve the lot of sustenance aid relief
workers. The so-called industrial legislation
that we have had would in no circumstances
contain anything that would have benefited
those people. The House will, therefore,
realise it was impossible for me or any other
member on this side of the House to vote
against something which did not exist. That

[7]

is the actual po~itiozi. There was only one
occasion I think wheni we could have dealt
with the question of improving the condi-
tions of relief workers in a discussion in this
House. That wvas on the 1st September last
year when the member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) moved anl amendment to the mo-
tion for the adoption of the Address-in.
reply. That amendment was to the effect
that in view of the sun, authorised to be
raised from the financial emergency tax the
unemtployed relief worker might lie put onl
full-time. Thle member for Victoria Park
w'as to be found amongst those who voted
against this amendment, while members oil
this side of the House were amongst those
wvho voted in the affirmative. There is very
little left, therefore, of the case put up by
the hon. member. As I have said the charge
was mnade onl the last day of the session. I
have decided to take this opportunity to re-
ply3 to it, not only ill my own interests, but
in the interest of those who do not politically
follow the Government, but who object very
strongly to its being said that they have no
heart and no mind to think for the indus-
trial worker, the unemployed person, who
through no fault of his own, for the most
part, has fallen upon hard times.

Hon. C. G. Latham: What about the mem-
ber for K~algoorlie?

Mr. WATTS: I am not going to worry
about him. Why has no such legislation heen
brought down for us to vote for or against?
We claim to be a democratic people, to be
governed by tine Parliament of the country.
We claim that the benefits of legislation are
given to the people by the Legislature of the
State. For seven years unemployment has
been one of the principal items of
worry to us. During all that period
nio legislation has been placed before
Parliament to enable us to deal with
the termns and conditions that should be
meted out to those who require relief work.

Mr. Fox: Did not someone say that thle
wvork should not be made too attractive?

Mr. WATTS; This Legislature has never
had the opportunit -y to declare whether more
work should be given to these people or not,
that it should be more profitable to them or
not. There has been anl entire absence of
any opportunity to discuss these matters in
thle House, except by motions, which are, to
a certain extent, a waste of time. I believe
members onl this side of the House will
agree with me when I say I will support
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to the limit any measure that the Gov-
ernment are prepared to bring down for
the improvemnent of the lot of these par-
ticular people.

The Minister for Works: Do you remem-
ber your side of the House, when another
Government were in power, talking about
unemployment?

Mr. WATTS: I was not in Parliament at
that time. So far as I see, the onus is
not on the private member, hut upon the
Government, for if a private member
brought lown a Bill to alter the expenditure
on unemployment relief, you, '.%r. Speaker,
know better than I where he would get. I
contend that the Gwovernment have not dis-
charged the onus, upon them inasmuch as
they have not given the Legislature an op-
portunity to say whether the proposals. put
up and the mepthods used by the Govern-
ment for the amelioration of unemployment
are satisfactory or not. Until the Govern-
ment do that, I contend it is useless for
members on the other side of the Chamber
to criticise members on this side for the atti-
tude they might adopt, or members oppoqite
think we might adopt, in regard to the ques-
tion of unemnployment. In conclusion I de-
sire to make reference to the position that
appears to be arising under a ukase that has
gone forth lately, to the effect that no Gov-
ernment contracts. or Government business
shall be given to firnis unless they under-
take to employ nothing but labour compris-
ing members of some industrial union.

Mr. Hegney: That is to ensure fair com-
petition.

Ron. C. G. Lath am: That's a new one!
M.%r. WVATTS: It may be as the member

for M1iddle Swan (Mr. Hegney) says. So
far as I am concerned, such a ukase brings
the Government of this country to a much
lower level than I ever had expected it
would be brought. Simply by'% an admiinistra-
five adt the Government almost deprive
some persons of the right to earn their liv-
ing. There are in Western Australia mann-
factories with which, I believe, the Govern-
ment have dealt but with which they will
no longer deal unless the ukase is obeyed.
Let us imangine for one moment what would
happen to a concern such as that which
makes woollens at Albany, supposing the
concern was unable to carryv out the terms
of the ukase. Immediately, I2 take it, the
Government would proceed to buy in the
Eastern States the stuff they new buy fromi

the Albany woollen mills, Down falls at
once all the clamour we have heard about
patronising local industry. Down falls at
once the apparent desire to employ our own
-workers in the manufacture of the goods we
need. I do not know whether the ukase -will
affect the business to which I have referred,
but there is a possibility of that. And there
is the same possibility with regard to other
coiflC'Qnn as well. In my mind there is no
doubt that if this ukase is allowed to go
without challenge, it may in time be applied
to somne matter w-here it will be equally or
even wore objectionable. Unless we are
careful, the diemocraitic principles of which
we talk so much may be entirely lost to us.
A brake should be putt upon any Ministry
which adopts such an attitude.

MR. TONKIN ("North-East Fremantle)
[5.1q] . One of the speakers in this discus-
sion has said that the debate on the AddressQ-
in-reply is of very little value and that steps
should he taken to abolish it. In my opinion,
it would be a sorry day for the private mem-
her if the facility whiich is now given to
make. a speech on the A ddress-in- reply were
taken away. It has been said that a private
member can bring before the House by way
of motion or Bill whatever he desires to

tak upon. I do not agree with that, for
there are some questions.- upon which we dle-
sire to speak but upoit which a private mem-
her would find it highly difficult to introduce
a Bill and thus obtain no opportunity to
oddress himself to the suhject. The Address-
in-reply may be likened closely to a number
of things which are provided for us, and
which we are not obliged to use unless we
wish to do so. If a member feels that he
has nothing to say on the Address-in-reply,
all lie has to do is to sit still. So far as he
is concerned, the motion can go through
wvithout a speech. However, it is a good
thing to know that the opportunity is the-re.
Although a private memiber has not the
chance of doing a great deal in Parliament,
whepther he he on the Government or on the
Opposition side, still there are times when
private members feel that they would like
to give expressions of opinion on big ques-
tions, whether their ideas amount to much
or not. It may be that even :from the
hum nblest of us words of wisdom may at seine
time or other fall. 'Small heginnings may
have great endings. The Speech of His
Excellency the Lieut.-Governor had one or
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two bright spots. There was a mention of
the commencement to build the Canning
Bridge. There was also mention of a pre-
limuinary survey made with a view to the re-
placement of the existing Fremantle traffic
bridge. Those decisions, although long de-
layed, are highly appreciated. I congratu-
late the Government upon having at last
Mmade up their minds to build those two
structures. Very few people, I believe, will
disagree with that attitude. Although, as I
said, there are one or two bright spots in
the Speech, a perusal of the proposed legis-
ratioti set out does not give one cause for
enthusiasm. I acknowledge that quite a lot
of useful and desirable legislation is pro-
posed, hut I am inclined to agree with the
member for West Perth (Mr. McDonald)
that, after all, the legislation to an extent
deals only with externals. I want to see that
desirable legislation enacted, hut I believe
that to-day we are confronted with prob-
lems of such magnitude that it would take
us our full time to consider them alone. In-
deed, our time would have been well spent
itf at the end of a session we could say that
we had -found a solution to one of these
great problems. The three greatest problems
awaiting solution are youth employment,
full-time employment for adult workers, and
housing, for the people. Several speakers
have already mentioned the subjects of
nutrition and physical fitness, but I consider
that the three subjects which I have men-
tioned arc conditions precedent to doing any-
thing for -nutrition and physical fitness. We
must give the people sufficient money to buy
their food before we c-an talk to them about
developing physical fitness. They must be
adequately fed with food of the right kind
first of all, and that means increased pur.
chasing power. When we have given the
people that increased purchasing power and
have properly housed them, we can talk to
them about developing their bodies so that
they will become fine types of men and
women. In my view, youth employment is
the foremost problem of the 'day. During
the recess I took the trouble to make a sur-
vey of my district. I was not able to visit
every house in it, hut T did visit several
hundreds, making inquiry on the doorstep
from the parents as to the number of unem-
ployed young people they had in their
homes. I ascertained that there were about
three young men between the ages of 18 and
25 out of work to every young woman. The

proportion was about three to one. I found,
too, that in the majority of cases these
young men and young women of 22 or 23
had not done any work since they left
school. I tabulated the results, and they
may be of value later. On going through
theta I found that very few indeed of these
young people-I have their names here--
had held a job which lasted more than
three months. Some of them had had no
work at all. I was speaking to one young
fellow, 23 years of age, who had not had
a day 's work. All he had done was to go
fishing. He made a few shillings from the
fish he was able to catch on occasion, but
he had never had a job. Again large num-
bers of these young people were sacked at
the age of 10. That is to say, they found
employment in various factories for a few
mionths only. Some of them started work
at 17 or 18, but they were invariably sacked
at -19. So the problem seems to be that
for a certain section of our young people,
those who came en the labour market just
at the onset of the depression, there has
been no opportunity whatever. The jobs
simply have not been available. As con-
ditions improved a little, other young
people who had gone through their school-
ing came on the labour market, with the
resuilt that large numbers lost their oppor-
tunities for a job and, so far as I can see,
unless something is done will never be
anything more than casual labonrers get-
ting an odd hour here and there. These
are the men and 'women who are to govern
this country in the future. I was greatly
interested in May of this year to read a
speech delivered by Mr. Stanley Baldwin,
then Prime Minister of Great Britain. The
speech was delivered on the eve of his re-
tirement, and it was given to a huge gath-
ering of Empire youth in the Albert Hall.
Baldwin told those young people that they
were the governors of the future, and that
they would be charged with the responsi-
bility of safeguarding democracy. There
is a good chance for democracy if its safety
is to be dependent upon young ina and
young -women who have never had a job
in their lives and have scarcely had a six-
peace in their pockets! Mr. Baldwin spoke
to them about the brotherhood of man. He
said that the brotherhood was often denied
and derided, but that we would find no
rest until we acknowledged it as the ulti-
mate wisdom. Fancy talking to young men
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and young women 22, 23 and 24 -years of
age, who have never had a job, about the
brotherhood of man, while they see other
people riding about in luxury! If he bad
spoken about the miartyrdom. of youth, he
would bave been nearer the mark.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That 10,000 did have
jobs.

Mr. TONIN: I amn speaking about yot

generally. Is thle hou. mnember against doing
something for unemployed youth ?

Mr. 'Marshall: If it interf eres, with the idle
rich, she certainly wvill be.

Mr. TONK IN: No sa ne-in ded man or
woman would disagree with the statement
that this is the problem of the age. People
are apt to take a superficial view if they do
not move amion!gst the unemployed young
men and women. If they do move amnongst
them, they will find out that the prospects of
unemployed youth for the future are nil.
Their moral fibre is being sapped. We have
evidence on every hand of the increasec Inl
delinquency among young people, and here
is the reason. They arc idle; all ambition
has been deadened because they have gone
day after day looking for the job that was
not there, and at last they have given up the
search. Their outlook for the future is gone,
and yet they are the people who, within the
next few years, will be the governors of the
countries in which they live. If we look
closely into the matter, we will find that
where families have one or two, or some-
timies three, youngm men and womien out of
work, the father, who possibly is on part-
time eniployment, is obliged to maintain
them, with the consequenit great lowering of
the standard of living of that family. That
means that we are storing up a heap of
trouble for ourselves in the future, not only
in regard to the moral aspect of the question
hut also from the health standpoint, because
these people who are being under-nourished
will be more susceptible to disease, and we
will find our hospital bill mounting and our
loss through illness increasing. The question
is not one that can be dealt with adequately
by a, State, and there -were inldications not
long ago that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment intended to do something. Several Von-
ferences were held. At the conclusion it was
decided by the Federal Government that they
would pass the matter onl to the States to
deal with, and they considered that Western
Australia could deal adequately with the
problem onl a vote of C14.000! I would point
out that the local authority of Mfelhourne
voted £C30,000 for rounding off street corners

in the city, but the Ommionwealth Gove-n-
nent believes that this p~rolem canl be dealt
with in the State of Western Australia with
a vote of £.14,000 as, a national contribution.
That amount would not mecet the problem in
my electorate, let alone in the State. When
I have finished this survey, I shall prob-
ably find that there are over 300 youing
mnen and women between 18 and 25
out of work who have never had a
job for more than three months. It
would take wore than £14,000 to provide for
them, to give them an opportunity for the
future. Yet we find that the whole State hang
to try and set up some organisation to d~o
somethling with a grant of £14,000. I hope
this ~iill be mnade a very five question at the
forthcoming Federal elections.

THon. C. G. Lathani: What did your Gor-
erment do with the £25,000 obtained front
(lhe public?

Mr. TONKPN: I hope this question will
he a lire one at the forthcoming Federal
eletions, and I hope, too, that we will hear
members on both sides of the House clamour-
ing for something to be dlone. It is not a
question, "Do we desire to do it?" It is a
question whether we can afford to leave it
alone. I say definitely that we cannot.

Mr. Marshall: It is a moral obligation.
Mr. Hughes: The pity is that it will be

only an election cry; it will fade away after
tile election.

Mr. TQXKIN: It mnightb be an election
cry onl the part of the hon. member.

M1r. Marshall: He is a"l authority on thosec
questions.

Mr. TONKIIN: I shall have another op-
portunity of dealing further with this sub-
ject, and the hon. member for East Perth
will find out that I shall still he raising my
voice on this question a long time after the
next Federal election, whether I am in Par-
liament or out of it. We come now
'to the question of full-time employ-
ment of the mein onl Government relief
works. I cannot understand -why we have
not pult all1 relief workers on full-time emn-
ploymnent. The Lieunt.-G overnor's Speechl
set out that there are now less than half
the number of mien dependent upon the Gov-
ernment for relief and sustenance than, was
the case four years ago. We are certainly
getting- more mioney from the financial emner-
geOney tax now than four years ago. If we
have only less than half th~e number of in
to provide for, and more money to spenid,
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it should not be a difficult matter to put these
men on full-time employment.

The Premier: More than half of the men
are employed with loan money. .

Mr. TONKIN: What difference does that
make? We have less than half to provide
for now. The Speech says that there are
6,700 men dependent on the Government;
four years ago there were 14,000. There
were 14,000 four years ago and less than
7,000 now; whether they be employed with
loan money or from revenue makes 110 dif-
ference to mue. Thus, as there are less than
hialf to be provided for 'now, even if wec
doubled their pay we would be no worse off
than before. If we put them on full-time
we should still have a good deal of money
left. I hope this matter will be speedily
attended to.

Mr. Hughes: I think you voted aigainpt
full-time work last session.

'Mr. TONKIN: I did not. Nutrition is
being talked about a good deal. "Nourish
the people properly," it is said. "Improve
their physicjue." We have a basic wage
which sets down the amount necessary to
maintain a man and his wife and two child-
ren provided he is employed full-time. What
happens to the standard of living of that
man who has more than two children and
is only employed part-time? They must be
on the borderline of starvation.

.1r. Hughes: What about the C class men
getting 28s. a wveek to keep a wife and two
children

Mr. TONKIN: Their condition is worse.
Mr. Hughes: There are hundreds of them.
Mr. TONKIN: We shall have to put these

men Onl full-time employment, in order to
bring their standard of living up to that
which is considered reasonable for the manl
onl the basic wage. If we want to be satis-
fied that we are reasonable men we cannot
any longer tolerate a condition of things
which ordains that 7,000 men and their
wives and families must continue to exist
on a standard of living which is a long way
below that considered reasonable. The mem-
her for West Perth (Mr. McDonald) last
night, in a quick review of unemployment
generally, mentioned that it appeared that
during the depression it mattered little
whether a country had access to raw mate-
liale or not; whether it was a highly indus-
trialised country or not; whether it had a
dense population or a sparse population.
These things seemed to matter very little but

each country had considerable une-
ployment. That, of course, is true. I inter-
jected with a question as to whether that
was the position in Russia. The lion. mem-
ber answered and inferred that there was
RIo unemployment in Russia because the men
were paid so little there. No doubt the lion.
member gave that answer onl the spur of the
moment. If he had had an opportunity of
thinking it out, he would not have said any-
thing- so foolish. If the hion. member's state-
ment is correct, all we need to do in order
to abolish unemployment is progressively to
redulce wages.

Mr. Hughes: That is not your policy, is
it ?

Mr. McDonald: Do you
Soviet system in Australia?

advocate the

Mr. TONKIN: I will deal with the subject
in my own way, and( in my own time, and I
hope that I will satisfy the hion. mem-
ber. He gave his answer onl the spur of the
moment; but if what he said was true, if
there is no unemployment in Russia because
of low wages, then all "we need to do is pro-
gressively to reduce wages here, and thus in-
crease emiployment. As a mnatter of fact, wve
know that the opposite is the ease. Eix-
perienee has shown conclusively that as the
purchasing power of the masses is increased,
.so the outlook for employment is improved.
That is why iii those countries where they
emibark onl extensive programmes of loan
works, put large bodies of men on Govern-
meat work and so mncr-ease the spending
power in those countries, employment
gaiers momentum quickly. But there is an-
other answer to the hion. member. We know
that n-ages are not lower in Russia; that is,
comiparatively lower.

M1r. McDonald: I know they are.
Mr. TONKIN: I will prove that they are

[lot. Luckily, the International Labour
Orgaisation has made considerable inquir-
ies into these muatters and( r-eports are tabled
regularly.

Ben. C. G. Latham: Show us the value of
the rouble compared with-

Mr-. TONKIN: I am not talking about the
value of the rouble. I will give figures from
Germany, Japan and Russia, and prove that
the reason wvhy there is no unemployment in
Russia is not because there is a low standard
of living but because there is a different sys-
tern. First of all, I will tell the lion. member
that in 1936 production in Russia was 300
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per cent, higher than the 1.929 level. No
other country in the world approached any-
thing like that inl 1936 and in some counl-
tries-France for example-they are very
little better ot now than in 1929.

Hon. C. G. Lathiamn: You have to find out
what the standard ws in 1929. The standard
in Russia was very low.

Mr. TON KIN: The hon. member will ad-
mit that they tire continuing to improve?

Hon. C. G1. Lathaumi: I do not say they are
not improving,

Mr. TONKIX'\: We will take the member
unOf his own ailin~it. If the standard
of living in Russia in 1929 was very low,
the honourable member will admit that there
was a large number of unemployed in
Russia at the time. The standard of living
in Russia to-day is aensiderably higher than
it was in 1929.

Hon. C. G. Latham.: The women have to
work, evenf on the roads.

Mr. TON'KIN: There is no unemploy-
muent to-day. Therefore it cannot he argued
that the reason why there is no uneniploy-
went is the low standard of living 'x'eause,
as the standard of living improved, -o un-
emnploynment diminished.

'Mr. McDonald: Did not 2,000,000 people
die of starvation?

M1r. TONKJN: I have heard of thousands
of people dying of starvation in, other
countries. The report of the Director of the
Intena~tional Labour Organisation deals
,with the great iniprovemnent iii agriculture
and production generally, and then con-
tinues-

Mfore important, however, titan the actual
development of agriculture amid industry are
thle changes Which it is effecting in thle life of
the people. As two niembers of time staff of thle
International Labour Office who recently
visited this country have put it, ''The present
phase of Soviet developnment may be chararc-
tenised as an effort to find a workable synthesis
of idividual interests ind collectivist prin-
ciples. What strikes one- im tile Unioni of
Soviet Socialist Repulim-s to-day is time waT
in wich collective ow-nership andmi collective
methods of aetioni are romnmed withm a new
emphasis upon personal incentives and personal
welfare and wvays of living. This effort col-
ours aill asp~ects of Soviet life.''

The abolition of ramtioning hus introduced
a new price-system, bit it is a system of pri-es
fixed by authority,, not by the unrestricted play
of economic forces, It has also introduced the
problem of wages im their relation to cost of
bivim'g and the p~rolemsu which derive from
differemntiation between the rewards which in-
ihividuals obtain fronm their labour and from

tile ways in which they use or misuse their
mloney.

The tendency towards methods of payment
by result in order to stimulate production baa
been greatly accentuated recently.

Ron. C. 6-. Lathamn: Yes, payment by re-
sults.

Mr. TONKIN: floes that suit the honour-
able niember?

Hon. C. G-. Lathamn: It is the policy in
Russia, and you are advocating it.

Mr. TONKIN: The report continues-
Already in 1934, in large-scale industry, 69.6

per cent, of the work was done on a piece-rate
basis. Moreover, in addition to the financial
inducement, the Stakhanov movement has
given a great impetus to efficiency and economy
of production. The enthusiasm with which the
notion has been taken up that the worker
should be constanly endeavouring to improve
his output by thinking out or applying more
e~xpeditious and labour-saving methods of work
is but one example of the patriotic fervour
which lends so much dynamic force to the in-
dustrial expansion of time Union of Soviet
Socialist Republics. Thme maintenance of this
spirit is all the easier on account of the youth
of the great majority of the workers and of
the concrete results in the way of better living
standards which are now beginning to become
evident.

Honi. C. Gf. Latlianm: Your own people say
that Russia is still a hundred years behind
the Old Country.

Mr. TONKIN: Who are our own people
to whom the honourable member refers!

Hon. C. G-. Lathanm: Labour people. T
will qnote some of thorn, if you like.

Mr. TONKIN: I hope the Leader of the
Opposition is not questioning the source of
this information.

Hon. C. G-. Latbamn: No, I have read it.
M*r. TON KIN: Then it seems evident that

there has been an improvement in the
standard of living of the people.

Honl. C. G. Latham: flue to their having
to do peework.

Mr. TONKIN: I do not agree with that.
I say it is due to the employment of the
penpin. They are all at work, and there is
an. outlook for the youth of the country,
something that does not exist here.

Mr. Sanip~on: Dlu you advocate similar
conditions?

Mr. TONKIN: I advocate silence on the
part of the honourable member.

31r. Satnpson: That would make things
eas;ier for you.
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Mr. TONKIN: Let me quote further
from the report-

That the standard of living is rising all
round is attested by numerous witnesses.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It needs to rise.
M r. TONKRIN: The statement proceeds--
Without suggesting that Soviet standards

can already be compared to those of Western
Europe or the United States, it may be said
that the avowed goal of the 'whole effort to
achieve adequate standarda for the masses ia
no longer considered either as unattainable or
even extremely remote.

That satisfies me, We know that 20 years
ago the masses of the people in Russia had
no outlook and no future. Now we are told
that their goal to achieve adequate living
standards is regarded, not as unobtainable,
but as quite within sight.

Hon. C. G-. Latbamn: Russia is even going
in for private ownership.

Mr. TONKI1N: It does not say that the
condition of the Russian people, even
though it has improved, is as low as it was
in Western European countiries one hundred
years ago, as the Leader of the Opposition
would have us believe, It admits that their
standard is not as high as ours, but it says
definitely that the Russian people are catch-
ig up quickly.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It does not say any-
!bing of the sort.

Mr. TONKIN: If they once catch up, it
will not be long before they leave us behind.

Mr. Marshall: We arc -retrogressing.
Hon. C. G. Latbam:- Due to the present

Government.
Mr. TONKIN: Tn conclusion of this

aspect, the report says-
The issue to be emphasised is not so manch

what conditions are to-day, but how they comn-
pare with the past, and what they are becom-
ing. It is by that test that time Soviet experi-
ment in colleetivimt economy should be ap-
praised and finalY judged.

We must all agree with that. That is the
only reasonable basis upon which we can
sum lip the efficacy or otherwise of the
-Russian esperiment. What I have said
shows conclusively, I think, that the rea-
son why there ore no unemployed in Rus-
sia to-day is not because of low wages
enabling the Government to employ every-
body, but because a different system of
economy has been adopted there. Although
considerable improvement is manifest
throughout the world,-iu some countries
greater than in others, though there has

been hardly any improvement in France,
for instance-this fact stands out clearly,
that unemployment has not been reduced
to the extent that industrial production has
increased; nor has there been any improve-
ment to speak of in international trade.
This suggests that the improvement that
is apparent is due rather to the policies of
(Governmuents to provide employment for
men on loan works than to any definite
improvement in conditions of employment
generally. I ant led to the conclusion that
from nowt on we shall he faced with the
necessity for providing employment for a
large body of men who will never again
be absorbed in industry. The sooner we
realise that fact, the better it will be. Hav-
ing realised it, we shall have to consider
whether those men will be employed by
Governments oni part-time or full-time
work. W e cannot for any length of time
continue the practice of having a large
body of men permanently employed by,
the flovernment on a stanudard which is
lower than what is considered reasonable.
Therefore, if we are charged with the re-
sponsibility of providing work for several
thousand men year after year, those men
-will have to be employed full-time and at
full rates. I urge the Government to give
immediate attention to this matter, to de-
lay no further, and to put the men into
full-time employment. I believe that all
workers, with the exception of part-time
men on flovernment works, have been re-
stored to the pre-depression level of work
and pay. Only yesterday the bank offi-
cials proved their claim in the Arbitration
Court. They were subject to a reduction
of 10 per cent. in their wages, and the 10
per cent. was fully restored to them yes-
terday. In support of their ease, they
claimed that they were the only ones still
bearing the special burden imposed upon
them as a result of the depression. Thus,
hank officials hove bad their pay restored,
but relief workers on part-time employ-
ment, by virtue of not getting in a full
year's work, are to that extent being bur-
dened with a reduction of wages. I hope
immediate steps will he taken to renedy
this position. The third question with
which I wish to deal is that of housing. It
is true that there is considerable activity
in the building industry. A large number
of houses are being erected in various
parts of the State. Although they are
grenerally of a fine type, they are houses that
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meet the needs of only a certain section of
the community. I submit that the require-
mnts of the basic wage worker-the or-
dinary labourer-are not being met by the
building programmes at present in opera-
tion. I took the trouble to ascertain sta-
tistics of houses available for renting in
my district. In 1935, in the North-Fre-
mantle district, 27 houses were declared
unfit for habitation. Tn 18 instances the
orders were complied with, and the houses
were renovated to the satisfaction of the
local authority;, the remaining nine houses
were demolished. In 1936, the number of
houses declared unfit for habitation was 72.
In 54 cases the orders were complied with,
and the houses fixed up. Ta four instancesi
nothing has yet been done, and 14 house.-
were demolishe-d. In 1937 20 houses were
declared unfit for habitation, and in one in-
sitance the order was complied with, while
in 15 the mnatter is lpending, and four houses
were demolished. The net result is that in
the last three years iu North Fremantle, 119
houses were declaredl unfit for habitation, 7-3
were renovated, .10 orders were dealt with,
and 27 houses were demolished. During that
time only one house of a value of less than
£500 was erected iii the district, which means
that in the last three years there has been
a net decrease of 26 houses available for
renting. We find a similar position at
Mosmlan Park, though f should not say that
because it is not quite similar to the posi-
tion at North Fremantle. In 1935 no house
was declared unfit for habitation at M1osman
Park. In 1936 19 houses were declared uin-
fit, 18 were renovated, and one was demo-
lished. In 1937 six houses; were declared un-
fit, and two orders were lifted, leaving four
houses still unfit for habitation. So there
has been a net decrease there, and I am in-
formed by the secretary of the local board
that the number of houses erected in the
district during the last three years at a cost
of under £500, wvas 18 up to June last. Thus
in those two districts, Macman Park and
North Frenmantle, in the last three years,
there has been a decrease in the number of
houses available of a value up to £500. There
is a well known precept that a person who
is contemplating the purchase of a house
should not buy one of a greater value than
the amount of his wages or salary covering
a period of two years; that is to say, I f a
man is on a wage or salary of £300 a year
he should not contemplate buying a house
costing more than £000. If a man is on the

ba-sic wage he should not buy a house cost-
ing- more than £350, otherwise he will find
himself in difficulties fromt the commence-
mnent. Therefore the type of house neces-

sayto provide accommodation for a worker
iessentially ahouse costing less than £600,

and ver few of such houses are being built
to-day. People who propose to invest their
money in houses; for the purpose of letting
thiem do not build them costing& loss than
£500: usually the ' build houses of a value
of £700 or £300, and those houses are sub-
sequently let for 25s. a week. So we see that
scarcely anybody is providing the type of
house that is req nired. A person able to
build a house costing £700 or £C800 can in
most instances arrange finance for himself,
either through a building society or a specu-
lating builder; but the person1 On the basic
wage or on part time who wants a house,
has no opportunity of doing that. It is im-
possible for him to finance the nuilding of a
house, and it means that he cannot get one.
We find this position occurring, and fewer
and fewer houses arc being built suitable for
the people who require them. As houses are
demolished we find families being forced to
occupy a residence that is already housing a
family, and so we have two or more families
living tunder the one roof, whichi is a very
undesirable state of affairs. It is quite pat-
ent that private enterprise will not take uip
this. question, and will not build Liouses of a
value of £:350 or £400. Therefore the Gov-
ernment must do so. I think it is recognised
thrughout the world thait this is a problem
in all cvountries. Rome years ag-o the Coin-
nionwealth Housing Act was passed with a
great flourish, the object being to provide
houses of the type to which I bave referred.
Un fortunately, however, scarcely any thing-
has been done under that Act. I suggest that
the Government should get busy irmmediately,
take up the question with the Federal Gov-
erinent, ant] endeavouir to obtain muoney n-
dier the provisions of that Housing Act for
the purpose of providinig the houses that
are necessary in this State. The Workers'
Homues Board should have, it made clear to
them%1 that house% are essential, and that
large numbers of Iheni must he built and
built quickly.

The Minister for Health: The local
athorities will have to alter their Act with

regard to brick areas.

Mr. TONKIX: There will izot he that
trouible in NYorth Fremnantle.
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Mr. Hegney: Or in Middle Swan either.
iMr. TONKIN: We will be all right in that

regard, but the difficulty I sec is in respect
of the man on casual work. The employ-
ment of a wharf labourer, for instance, is
casual; he cannot say from day to day for
how long he will be employed. If such a
man applies to the Workers' Homes Board
for a borne, the board will consider that
application side by side with another from
a person who may be in a permanent posi-
tion, and in receipt of perhaps a good salary.
The board will decide in favour of the per-
son occupying the permanent position and
the wharf labourer must go without. In
my opinion that is wrong. The man in a
good position can make his own arrange-
ments; he should not be assisted to the ex-
elusion of those who are less fortunately
situated-those on the hasic wage or on part
time work. If a man on Government relief
work applies for a home he will be told that
lie has no security of employment, or that
his wage average is less than the basic wage
and that therefore he will not be able to meet
the payments. He will be told also that he
is a bad risk and the board are sorry that
they cannot assist him to get a house. That
kind of thing does not satisfy me. The per-
sons I have described must be given houses.
They are entitled to have a roof over their
heads. There have been instances, I sup-
pose, where people have moved from homes
owing some rent, but now landlords have
taken steps to deal with that position, and
when a person comes along to rent a house
he is asked to show his previous Tent book.
It is very clear that the workers are pay' ing
to landlords rents which are higher than they
would have to pay if they occupied workers'
homes costing about £350 or £400. A decent
house can he built for £350.

IMrs. Cardell-Oliver: What rent would he
have to pay?

Mr. TONKIN: The total covering repay-
ment of principal, interest, and rates to the
local authorities would be 13t. 4d. a week.
The Workers' Homes Board assured me that
they could build quite a decent weatherboard
house, and that 13s. 4d. would cover interest,
principal and rates.

Mr. Fox: And in 16 years the house would
be0 paid off.

Mr. TONKIN: I know of few instances
where houses can be rented in North
Fremantle--aud cheaper rents caninot be
found anywhere-for 13s. 4d. per week. In
most eases rents are conisidcrably higher than
that, the figure being generally 16s. to

17s. 6id, a week for a four-roomed house, and
a house not in very good condition either.
If thc Workers' Homes Board can provide
tomes to cost the persons for whom they are
built 13s. 4d. a week, they should hurry up
and build hundreds of them, because they
are very necessary. Now we can test the
Conunonwvealth Government out. They have
their Housing Act, and they have plenty of
money, and so we should endeavour to get
some of it and put it into the housing scheme
that I suggest. I should like to see the
Workers' Homes Board take up the question
properly and build these houses right away.
I am not saying that we should not provide
a worker on £E300 or £E350 a year with a home
tinder the workers' homes scheme, but if the
provision of homes for those people means
the exclusion of others less fortunately situ-
ated from the right to have a home, the sys-
tem should be altered. Again I say it is
not a question whether or not we particu-
larly like to do it; it becomes a question
whether it is essential. In the district I rep-
resent each year there are fewer houses of
this typo available, and it does not need much
imagination to conjure up what the position
will be in a year or two if steps are not
taken very soon to provide these homes. At
the present time we find two or three families
living tinder the one roof, and I shudder to
think what would happen if an epidemic
broke out in a thickly populated locality. We
can remedy that position by building homes
of the type I have suggested, and by doing
so we give individuals some incentive to
leadl better lives, and change the outlook of
those people who have never had the oppor-
tunity of knowing what their own home was.
It will also be possible for those people to
rear their families in a better atmosphere.
That will be all to the good. It will remedy
not only the bad position that exists at pre-
sent, but will be of great benefit to the race,
.since it will improve the outlook of the
people, and make it better for the children
wvho have to spend their time at home.

Hon. C. G. Latham: Come over to this
side, and we will make a start.

Mr. TONKIN: I am afraid the hon. mem-
ber would not.

lIon. C. G. Latham: Yes we would.

Svitling susp~ended from 6.15 to 7.80 p.m.

Mr. TONKIN: From the social aspect
alone, the necessity for an extensive housing
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scheme must be apparent, Again, it repre-
sents a big source of potential economic acti-
vity, and that is an additional reason why the
Government should embark upon the scheme.
I have endeavoured to indicate to the House
the three problems that should be dealt with
forthwith. First, there is youth employment
and then the problem of full-time employ-
meat for the adult worker. The third
problem relates to housing. I have en-
deavoured to explain why these matters are
so urgent, and to give reasons why imnmedi-
ate action should be taken. The fact that
there are workless and homeless people, as
undoubtedly there are, is not due to any
niggard liness on the part of Nature, but
entirely to man-made conditions and rela-
tionships. As the present unsatisfactory
conditions are due to those causes, then it
should not be beyond mankind to devise re-
medies. for these particular ills. I hope
that all members will endeavour to study this
question fairly and look for a solution of
the problem. I cannot do better than com-
mend to them the literature that is issued
from time to time by the International
Lahour Organisation of Geneva. I may be
optimistic, hut I believe that from the efforts
of that body a tremendous amount of good
will ultimately flow. Hf I had the time and
inclination at the moment, I could indicate
to members much good that has been accom-
plished as the result of its efforts despite the
opposition-and I1 do not like having to say
it-that emanated from the British Empire.
One point rises to my mind. Last session an
attempt was made to adopt the Convention
for a reduction of the hours; of work for
officers and men on ships in port. Great
Britain was one of the greatest opponents to
the adoption of that Convention, even though
the United States of America, Franc;, and
I am pleased to say, Australia, supported
the proposal. The International Labour
Organisation is doing marvellous work and
its literature is well worth reading. If my
speech does nothing else but bring that
phase under the notice of member%, I am
satisfied that much good will accrue.

MRS. OARDEILL-OLIVER (Subiaco)
[7.3.11: Unlike my colleagues -who have
adopted a contrary attitude, I do protest
against speeches at this stage of the ses-
sion. Parliament has been in recess for
practically eight months, and I think it is
time we got on with some legislative work.

Mr. Hegney: Then let us get on with it.

Mrs. CARDELL-O1iVER: By indulging
in speeches at this stage' we not only hold
up the work of this House, but that of the
Legislative Coumncil as well. Intcrjections
also tend to hold up business. It is com-
monly thought that during the recess
members of Parliament have little or no
work to do. The more conscientious
amongst us realise that during the recess
we have not only constant work, hut a
most trying time. Our efforts mostly
affect individuals or organisations or per-
haps have relation to municipal grievances.
Nevertheless, the finalisation of our work
is in Parliament, and it is for that reason
that I believe time would be saved if we
allowed our leaders to ask Parliament for
the requirements of our several electorates
and to voice our respective grievances. As
I shall not have another opportunity to
present the Government with some home
truths, I intend to take advantage of this
particular occasion. Dealing with motor
traffic, I wish to refer to third-party risk
insurance. I believe, with many other memn-
bers of this House. that the public would
welcomie a measure that would provide for
compulsory third-party insurance. Legis-
lation could be introduced that would deal
with the premiums to be paid in that re-
spect. Perhaps the State and Federal
Governments are so involved regarding
loans f rom the rich insurance companies
that they are afraid to voice their real
opinions, In England legislation making
compulsory the taking out of policies to
deal with third-party risk has, been
in operation for some time and although
there are many more motorists on the road
there than there are in Western Australia,
I have not heard of any being chased off
because of the compulsory insurance
against that particular risk. In any event,
I do not think it is for Parliament to view
the matter from the point of view of the
poor motorist or of the rich company, but
rather from that of ensuring justice for
the general pablic. I hope the Government
will introduce legislation along these lines
for the consideration of members this ses-
sion. As to*' the speed limit, the existing
laws are not enforced. I have commenced
to drive a ear and therefore know all about
it. 'Motor cycles and buses are speeding
daily at from 40 to 60 miles an hour, and
they get away with it. On the other hand,
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if a person were to park his car in a pro-
hibited area or move six inches over the
#A~hite lines, he would find that the law in
that respect was rigidly enforced. If a
motorist leaves his ear standing for a little
while too long, he is bound to find a ticket
in it when he returns. Disregard of
the traffic laws regarding speeding means
death, accident, or human misery, but dis-
regard of the traffic Jaws in other respects
amounts merely to petty irritation. Most
decidedly the law should be enforced -with
regard to the speed limit and there should
he installed traffic lights as in the other
States. There is also necessity for further
parking areas throughout the metropolitan
area. The manners of Perth motorists are
exceptionally had and much worse than
those of the people in the Eastern States.
A little while ago in the streets of Perth
white lines were put down to indicate where
pedestrians were to cross the street, and
motorists were supposed to stop so as to
allow pedestrians the right of way. I be-
lieve the motorists did stop for a couple
of days, hut now we bave the spectacle
of hesitant mothers either pushing children
ahead or dragging them back, while motor-
ists drive gaily over the white lines. Any-
one wvho has visited MNelbourne recently
will remember that in between the white
lines in the streets there is painted the word
"Stop." Woe betide the motorist who
does not stop. Even if no pedestrian is in
sight, motorists are compelled to stop and
re-start their cars. T wish to ask a couple
of questions and I hope that, at an appro-
priate time, one or other of the Ministers
will give me the information I seek. The
first has reference to State insurance as
it affects the relief worker. I would like
the policy of the Government on the point
elearly defined.

Hon. C. G. Latham: They have not got a
policy, so you need not ask for it.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!I
Mrs. CARDELLP-OLIVER.: Some men

have received lump sums for bodily injuries,
and when the money has been spent they
have been refused rations. I have several
such instances in mind. One concerns an
"A" class man who received injuries as a
result of which he was ill for a long period.
Then he received over £200 in compensation.
He has a wife and three children and natur-
ally, during his long illness, debts mounted
up. He paid off those debts when he re-

ceived the lump sum payment and foolishly,
as some people may think, bought some fur-
niture and clothes for his wife and children.
Very soon he had no money left and then
he was refused rations, notwithstanding the
fact that from being an "A" class man, he
will for the rest of his life be rated as "B"
or "C" class. When money is paid over in
a lump sum, is it paid on account
of the injuries or is the payment made to
relieve another Government department froma
the necessity to give rations? I would like
that question answered. Another question
relates to sustenance men. I will cite the
instance of one man who has only one leg.
He -was receiving 7s. a week for sustenance
and then he secured employment at the rate
of 10s. a wveek. Immediately he got the job,
the sustenance payment ceased because the
department said he was in employment. I
interviewed the department and the officer
said they would return to the 79. a week sus-
tenance but they had to be assured that the
man was not in permauent employment at
a rate of 10s. a week. Another injustice
operates with regard to men with large
families. I hare had some such cases
in my electorate. For instance, there is one
man who has -12 children who are all under
the working age. He is a "C" class man
and receives £2 9s. a week for sustenance.
When £f1 is taken off that amount for rent
-I should say that no house owner would
let his property to a family of 14 for less
than £1 a week-it is difficult to understand
how such a person can clothe and feed a
large family on £1. Os. a week. Of course it
is absolutely impossible. Another injustice
is worked with respect to the man with a
large family who has an income, or wage,
above the basic rate. One man -was, receiv-
ing £4 18s. a week. He had a wife and nine
children. Ultimately the work be had ceased.
The job lasted for a few months only, and
then he found he could niot get rations. It
was not possible to secure them for his wife
and family until the difference between the
£4 18s. a week that he received and the
amount that he would have received as a
sustenance worker was adjusted. In such
cases the father is penalised for having
children; the children are penalised for
being alive, and some of us have the audacity
to talk about desiring a greater Australian-
born population. I do not believe in any
system of birth control, and I do believe in
large families. At the same time, the sys-
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tem under which we are living at present
is conducive not only to unscientific birth
control, hut entourages abortion amongst
women, with the result that the mortality
returns are ever growing, and if children are
born, they are almost invariably "C" class.
I would not mention this if T thought the
Government had no chance of relie-ving- the
position. But they have a chance. They
could give free milk to those under-nourished
children whose parents cannot afford it, and
they could also give free meals. In the kin-
dergarten, there is provided a good meal for
3d, There we have found that the children
coming to school and getting free milk and
the meal1 at 3d. have put on weight and be-
come immensely alert; hut when they go
back on holiday to their homnes they lose
weight, and so the good is all undone. Ako
the Governnient could, if they wished, create
a system of child endowment. Mtany inenn-
hers on the Government benches have spoken
of this, but it they were really sincere, surely
those members could force the Government
to do something in this respect. Another
injustice is that of sending relief workers
into the country without a blanket or any
other covering. Very often those mn are
over the age of 60, not old enough to get the
old-age pension, but still plucky enough to
take work in the country. However, they
go out without any blankets and, in conse-
quence, contract ailments and conic back
here to be a charge either on their own
people or on the State. I know that the
Government provide certain blankets and 1
think blankets ought to be issued to other
workers, who should *be asked to pay for
them on easy terms. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr. Tonkin) has gone into
the rent question, and I am sure that every
member on this side has great synipathy with
what that hon. member said. In Subiaco the
rent of pooi or class houses ranges from 10s.
to £C1 per week. But during his standing-
down period a man does not pay his rent,
leaving that to be met when he is again em-
ployed. However, sometimes the staiidin%-
down period is so long that a man becomes
callous and takes any sort of work.
Only a few days a-zo there was a man, very
ill through under-nourishment, who had
been on sustenance work for a long
time. He accepted work in the country. He
bad a wife and three children and during his
long standing-down period many debts were
incurred. He took the work in the country,
although he was physically unfit for it, with
the result that before he reached his destina-

tion hle became mental and jumped out of
the train. He is now in Heatheote. Meini-
bers must have read recently of a man in
Victoria wvho had been five years on susten-
ance and who, as at result, attempted suicide.
In Victoria they have done a commonsense
thing. For some time they have been giving
full work on two days a week so that the
sustenance worker may be in a position to
pay his rent. Whatever thea physical condi-
tion of relief workers, they have to accept
work of an arduous character. Is it fair?
Is it sound' We have instituted at system
of State slaves, a system which makes a
Mnin and his wife and family depend on the
State and thme conditions that the State im-
poses. We are breeding, "C"I class men who
must become slave.,. The system aimed at by
the Government is wrong: it is expensive
andi unworkable, and thme time has arrivecd to
put relief workers on work of a more satis-
factory character. The relief worker to-day
is providing an example of what we would
all get if we were all under the system.

Mr. Fox: Anti it would do a lot of us a
world of good.

Mrs. CARDELI,-OLIVER . Here I should
like to show the Glovernment how they could
put two classes of relief workers on to full-
time work without much additional cost. To
put the 42s. relief worker and the 49s. re-
lief worker on permanent work would cost
thme Government very little more than they
a re paying now. A r-elief worker in the
metropolitan arva geting 49s. works for six
weeks and 234 days; his stand-down period
is three days, and his average weekly pay
over the whole period is £3 9s. It is only a
few shillings between that and the basic
wvage that he would receive if hie were fully
employed. The 42s. man works for five
wreeks and 111 days, his stand-dowi: period
being four days. M averages over the
period £3 6s. 8d. a week. Therefore he wvould,
on full-time work, cost the Government only
a few shillings, more per week than hie now
receives. The 49s4. man in country areas
works six weeks and five days. His stand-
down period is, four days and he averages
£3 14. 2d. because of his camp allowance.
To put him on full-time work would cost the
Government very little more than he now re-
ceives. If we on this side were on the Gov-
ernment benches instead of here, I would
not he detailing this plan to-night.

lion. C. G. Lat ham: No, you would have
no reason to do so.
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Mrs. CAIIDELL-OLIVER: Another thing
the Government could vecry easily institute
would be a system of State children',
doctors. Many poor people at the present
titne hesitate before taking their children to
u hospital, because of the expense. I know
howv wonderful the hospitals are, but think
of the feelings of the mothers, especially
when their children are being treated in the
out-patients' department. Mothers coming in
fromn outlying areas have to bring all their
children with them because they cannot leave
them at home. It is difficult to realise the
feelings of a mother in such a position. If
thle father be receiving FA or £5 a week, the
children cannot be taken to a hospital with-
out the paren~ts making contribution to the
hospital fund. Consequently, very often it is
neessary' for thme parents to use home reme-
dies onl the children, sometimes with unfor-
tunate results. Children's doctors are
nitzentlv ,leeessary and although I will not
say that they) ought to be stationed in every
town and suburb, it least we should have
t(I'ite a numnber of them. "Many ,nemlbers
have told us of everything that is wvanted in
their respective electorates. I am not goin
to tell the Government of the whole of the
requirements of Subiaco, but I will say that
iii that electorate we have tile school at
Bagot-road, which has a large lake in the
playground. That sadly needs attending to,
anid althoughi it will cost a considerable
amnount of umoney, something should
he done to get rid of that lake, for
wre cannot hanve our children playing i n
water especiitll v in wintertime. The trouble
has been there for 30 years, so it is about
tinme it was removed. Then we have in
Jolimont a school which is not sewered. All
the houses in the district have to be sewvered,
hut not the school, so the unfortunate chil-
dIren have to put up with antiquated facili-
ties. The miember for Claremont spoke of
frog s down in his electorate. We have frog-s
also at Jolimont, hut instead of draining
out the ponds, I would suggest that by their
eonversion we could have a very much pret-
tier suburb there. We also have a dangerous
.subway leading from Hay-street into Joli-
mont. Buses from Perth to City Beach run
under that subway' , and so, too, do large
trucks coming from various factories. So it
wvill he seen that there is a likelihood of a
very serious accident in that subway. I want
to remind the Government that last year one
of the Ministers promised that he would

give a pound for pound subsidy for free
milk. That has not been carried out. The
Free 'Milk Council is now supplying free
milk in 13 schools. In Albany the people
have started a free milk council, and many
of the children there are getting free milk.
I suggest that if the Government have not
the money with which to supply free milk,
they should go to the municipal councils and
secure some of their three per cents. Let
mue read a letter I have received from a
schoolmaster in thle metropolitan area.

Mr. Marshall; If you read it, I will have
it put onl the Table of the House.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The honour-
able membher is free to do that. Here is the
letter under date the 17th June, 1937:-

Dear Madlam, I have to acknowledge with
thiinks your kitter of June 16th. Our sclhool
is situated in a poor locality. Many of our
children are under-nourished, ill-clad, and par-
entally neglected in the matter of cleanliness.
A census of the school shows that 75 needy
children are not in a position to pay for milk.
I would be glad of any assistance your council
could1 render.

That caie from n district not far from PaT-
liamnent House, hut I assure members that
I could get similar letters from nine-tenthis
of the schools in the metropolitan area. That,
I consider, is a disgrace to us. It is time wve
realised that money spent to make healthy
children should be a nation's first obligation.
River drives, parks, housing and trolley
buses are all secondaryv considerations. We
can be healtily living in tents provided wve
have a plentiful supply of food, butl we can-
not be healthy in palaces without food. We
have food in plenty in Western Australia to
ensure three square mecals a day for every-
body, and there is milk in abundance to pro-
vide at least one pint per day for each child.
We have to get into a way of realising that
our assets lie in the children of the State.
Our lob is to see that the people are fed and
not to waste time over pettifogging legisla-
tion. Itam not concerned at all with parties;
onl this subject I am a thoroughly non-party
woman, and I do ask members of the Gov-
ernment to do their duty to the children of
the State. I cannot resume my seat with-
out referring to the mention ma~de of condi-
tions in Russia. At a largelyv attended meet-
ing at Suhiaro wvhen the referendum on
marketing was before the people, an old
gentleman asked at the conclusion of the
mneeting whether I would please tell the audi-
ence what this had to do with Subiaco. By
thle same token I should like to ask the mem-
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ber for North-East Fremantle what on earth
Russia has to do with us.

Mr. Tonkin in~erjected.
Mrs. CARDELL- OLIVER: I have been to

Russia; the hon. member has not,
Mr. Tonkin: Let us hear something about

it.
Mrs. CARDEtL-OLIVER: The hen.

member (rioted a certain year, 1933-34. 1
happened to be in Russia at the time and I
know what I am talking about. The condi-
tionsi were simply appalling; the people were
starving. As for everybody being employed,
that statement is an absolute untruth.

Mr. Tonkin: Would you say that what
the International Labour Organisation
printed was a deliberate lie?

Mrs. CAR DELL-OLIVIER: The hon.
member is probably confusing what is hap-
pening this year with what prevailed three
or four years ago. I would not say that
the International Labour Organisation
spoke untruly or distributed lies.

MTr. Tonkin: What I said was quoted from
the rei ar-t or thle organisation.

Mr;. CARDELL-OLIVER: All I can say
ik that I was in Russia, that I saw the con-
ditions arid that they were simply appalling.
There were plenty of unemployed. All the
great works constructed in Russia have been
built with slave labour. The people thus
employed were mostly political prisoners,
and they were forced to labour on the con-
struction of huge canals andi other big works.
The people of Russia were starving. If their
conditions have imp~roved, I am very glad
to hear it. I believe they have improved.
Nevertheless, it is untrue to say that Russia
is a countryv where unemployment does not
exist. There were plenty of people in the
streets when I was there,' and when I asked
whether they were unemployed, I was told
that politically they were not fit to be em-
ployed.

Mr. Tonkin: The International Labour
Organisation said the contrary.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Seeing is be-
lieving. Whenever a member quotes Russia,
I feel that I would like to send him there
for four or five years.

Mr. Tonkin: I amn only too anxious to go if
the bon. member will arrange it.

Mrs. CARDELL-,OLWVER: I will pay half
the fare. I wish to impress upon the Gov-
ernment that my speech has not been made
with the object of criticising. It baa been
made with the object of getting Ministers to
do something for the people who are on the

bread linie. There is no need to go to Russiat
in order to find instances of people being tin-
employed or on the bread hune. We have
them nn the broad line here in Western Aus-
traliat.

Mr. Ton kin: That is the trouble.
Mrs. CAR DELL-OLIVER: Men who are

put on sustenance become unfit for work
within a year or so because their health
is undermined. I ask Mfinisters to do some-
thingo on this matter before they leave office.
If they% fail to do so, it -will be an election
pledge by members on this side of the House
and we will carry it out,

MR, COVERLEY (Ki mberley) [8.61:
The Address-in-reply on this occasion, as on
other occasions when I have had the pleasure
of being presepnt, has brought the usual
enticism as to the virtue or othenvise of the
Lieut.-flovernor's Speech. Personally I am
with tile member for NYorth-East Fremantle
in realising that this debate represents, a
privilege extended to private members, anO.
it is th~eir option whether they make use or
it or not. Several members have told u.,
that they had no intention of speaking at
any length and then wvent on occup-ying the
valuable time of thle House for about an
hour. A couple of speakers also inform, d
us that the Address-in-reply was of neiiher
use. nor ornament; in fact, that it wtrs n
waste of time. However, they proceeded to
waste time for nearlyv an hour. I do not
think I can be accused of unduly wasting-
the time of the House. When I get this
opportunity to bring matters affecting my
district before the notice of Ministers I talie
advantage of it because I find that it pays
to mention these things on the Address-in-
reply debate. The reason is that the head's
of departments usually peruse the "Han-
sard" reports to ascertain what criticism has
been levelled against them, and on sefveral
occasions when I have mentioned matter-
affecting my electorate, I have subsequently
been questioned by departmental heeds.
This applies particularly to the Works tDe-
partment and to the Department of Lands
and Surveys, the Under Secretaries of which
have asked me to explain exactly what was
in my mind. Perhaps I had not advanced
a goad argument on the floor of the House,
but I have been given an opportunity to ex-
plain to the Under Secretary exactly wh..ye
a little more attention should be paid to mry
district. Some members have said they were
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di.-.appointed with the Speech and couild lind
no virtues in it. As a member representing
a North-West constituency, I can find some
virtue in it because there is mention of a
new State boat. Considerable attention has
also been paid to various jetties on the
North-West coast. I desire to express; ap-
preciation of these governmental activities,
not only on behalf of the electors I repre-
sent but of all the residents along- the Nrh
West coast, particularl 'y with respect to the
n(ew vessel for the coastal trade. I have
noticed criticism againast the purchase of this
additional vessel. People who live in the
Southern areas have written to the Press,
signing themselves "Billabong" and other
things, but from their remarks I am satis-
fied that they have never lived any lengtli
of time in the North-West, or they wotidd
not write such things. If they had lived in
isolated places like Shark Bay, '.%land's Land-
ing, Balla Balla or Wyndham, they would
not offer such criticism. They are trying
to lead the public to believe that there are
no virtues but many losses connected with
State trading concerns. especially the State
Shipping Service. We who represent the
North-West have frequently assisted other
members in this Chamber to bring about the
writing off of large debts due from agricul-
tural pursuits in the southern areas. Some
millions of pounds of the taxpayers' mnoney
have already been 'Written off. We who rep-
re.,nt the North-West have never complained
or protested against such writings off. We
realise that the agricultural industry plays
a big part in the finances of the State, and
the prosperity and happiness of its people.
When people criticise something which
affects the North, they are inviting criticism
in return. If we were placed in tile poosi-
tion of having to reply to such critici-mi, T
do not think we would have any difficulty
in bringing forward a good ease and win-
ning~ the argument, hands down. People miss
the point concerning the State Shipping Ser-
vice and the purchase of a new vessel. Not
only will industry in the North and the resi-
dents in the North be better catered for,
but a new vessel will undoubtedly be the
means of introducing new trade from
the Northern Territory. With a new
boat, -we may expect a monthly ser-
vice between Darwin and Freinantle. The
residents of Darwin are prepared to
deal through Frenmantle in competition
with the Eastera States, and in that way

our metropolitan area would benefit. Up
to the present the transport arrangements
hart' been so poor that they cannot afford
to open uip this trade. With a monthly
service, I feel sure we will obtain mutch
niore trade through Fremantle iii the near
future. I hope the additional vessel 'will
mean an increase in the trade, so that we
shall not have to put up with any more
criticism concerning the losses on State
shipping. I would point out that the criti-
cisrn that is usually levelled at the State
Shipping Service is not always according
to facts. I hope I shalt not have to repeat
the threat that if we continue to have that
sort of criticism we shall probably make
an effort to point to losses with regard to
other concerns- within Western Australia.
I wish to compliment the Government and
the Mfedicatl and Health Department upon
the manner in which they have dealt with
health p~roblenis in the North-West. For
ninny years people in the North-West,
along the coast, had nothing approaching a
decent medical and hospital sen-ice. Since
the inauguration of the flying doctor
scheme and financial assistance front the
State Crovernment, a wonderful lot of good
has been done, and the minds of many
residents in the North have been relieved.
Iiagine the mental strain cast upon par-
ents who were trying to rear their children
in the North! To-day that strain is non-
existent. The country is well equipped
with wireless stations, receiving and trans-
mission sets, there is up to date accommo-
dation in the hospitals, and with a flying
doctor at call within a few minutes at any
of these stations, a great deal has been
done to relieve the mnental anxiety of par-
ents in the North, and residents generally.
It is right that we should show our grati-
tiide to the Government for the manner in
which they have dealt with the medical
and health services along the coast. We
also appreciate the efforts of the Public
Works Department in the direction of the
construction of roads, bridges, etc., in the
North. Transport facilities have been revo-
lutionised there. While Much remains to
be done, 'we appreciate the efforts that have
been made up to date. As the result of
increased revenue from the Federal grant,
we are expecting an increase in the allow-
ances to northern district road boards. The
road boards in the North have large areas
Loh control, and it takes a lot of money
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to look after the main roads alone, apart
from the subsidiary roads. Most of the
road boards control main roads 500 miles
or more in length, and subsidiary roads of
much the same ]engtb. The population is
very scattered, the areas are extensive, and
the revenue of the local authorities is very
small. For these reasons, the Minister for

'Works should be a little more liberal in
his grants to the road district authorities.
The Lands and Surveys Department hove
made a belated effort to do something for
the North-West, iii that a survey party is
at present engaged in mapping out at town-
site at Yampi Sound. I am very glad the
Minister saw fit to put this work in hand.
I anm confident that when the financial
squabbles between the people concerned
have come to anl end, Yamipi Sound will
become active, and a fairly big population
of employees will be Put to work there. A
new settlement will spring up, and I hope
it will not be long before Yampi Sound
begins to progress in earnest. I feel sure
that when a settlement develops in the
vicinity of this locality, it will be the
forerunner of a good deal of mining acti-
vity. There is practically every known
mineral available along the North-West
coast. It in, however, so isolated and far
from civilisation that prospectors cannot
afford to go into the country for any length
of time. If a prospector set out from
Derby, he would have to travel approxi-
mately 500 miles overland, could not carry
very much in the way of supplies, and
could net, therefore, stay out any length
of time, no matter 'what he found.
To replenish those stores and supplies, he
would have to return to Derby, probably
from 300 to 500 miles by pack mule. For
that reason progress hals been slow, and it
mnust continue to be slow uinder existing con-
ditions. 'With a townsite in the vicinity of
Koolan Island and Copperatine Creek, I
could imagine that prospeetors would be able
to do greater work and stay outside longer
than has ever been the case before, I hope
the squabbles suggested in the Press with re-
gard to the 'Yampi iron ore deposits are
merely emanating fromt Dame Rumiour. it
would he nothing short Of at crime were the
Federal Government, or any other Govern-
ment, to do anything that might hinder the
development of those mineral deposits. It
wrould he just as logical to impose conditions
which would prevcnt the export of wool,
wheat, fruit or timaber as conditions pre-

venting- the export of iron ore. I feel sure
that the oro fin question will never be wvorked
unless the present vn-rture goes ahead, and
I hope the State Goe'rnmnent will do every-
thing, possilile to assist in that direction. I
tave said that the Departmnent of Lands and

Sul rvevs -were lagging behind other depart-
tnents. In K~imnberley nd many other parts
of the North-West it is impossible for any
person to obtain a conditional purcbazso
block, a homestead block, or a garden area,
or in fact anything of the kind; and in most
of the townships and ports it is impossible
to Itlirehase a building site. The townsito
blocks surveyed many years ago have all
been takten up. Inl places like Broome anti
WuV~dlamu it i8 At lu-Ceet impossible to get

at towjite block. No surveyed block, are
available, and no surveyor has come along to
make additional surveys. Thus it is; impos-
sfible to secure at block to build on. There
are, ninny stock routes that should be opened
uip. This is One wrV ill which the Minister
for Lands can assist the pastoralist anmd the
Wynd ham Meatwor ks. The hon. gentlemnan
couild help con-siderably by getting a stock
route surveyed from Fast Kimberley to West
Kimnberley. As mlost hoil. members are
aware, the West Kimnberley export trade
from. Derby to Freniantle has been slipping
durting the past few years. There was a time
when 20,000 head of bullocks used to he
shippetd front 1)erby to the metropolitan
mau'ket annually. During the last two or
three seasons that nuniber hns fallen to about
half. There must be an outlet for s~urplus
cattle somewhere. In my opinion, the logi-
eni method of disposing of tht- surplus cat-
tle would be thr'ough the Wyndham Meat-
works. The advantage wvould hie that the
mnore cattle treated at Wyndham, the better
for the meatwork-s and the greater the re-
turns to the pastoralists, whose returns re-
cently have not been highly profitable. La4t
rear one firm tried to overland a thinusandl
head of cattle from the Fitzroy Valley to
the Wyndharu Meat works. The cattle got
through, but -with disastrous results; abouit
700 were landed, and about 300 were 1o4t
on the jounrneyV through having to travel over
stony country which had not been sarv-eyed.
The cattle, coaming off soft counitry, naturally
became so sore-footed that they could not
walk, and had to be left behind. However,
the pastoral firm in question have Met tuned
the job up. They are overlanding another
thousand head this year, in the hope of find-
ing a better route, a track more suitable to
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cattle bred on soft country, and one with
mnore water and better feed. I do not think
it is asking too much of the M1inister for
Lanids that he should recommend a survey
of this route. I do not suppose the cost
would be £C500, and the amount would be
wvell spent in assisting the development of
an existing industry. I hope that the Mini-
ister will take a note of my siggestion, and
that £400 or £500 will be made available
to do the work next season. Befotoe long,
many more cattle will be overlanding
through that district. InI my opinion,
it is a function of Government to
assist the industry by providing a
deenlt stock route. I have no0 sugges-
tion, to mnake as to where the stock route
should go or not go. I only hope the work
will be put through as, quickly as possible
to meet the convenience of practically
the whole district which will use the
route. The Department of Agriculture like-
wise arc lagging as regards the North. The
department, while establishing experimental
farms and appointing aill sorts of experts to
advise agriculturists, have done little or
nothing to assist the industries existing- in
t he 'North-West.

lon. P. IT. Ferguson: You have a tropical
adviser.

Mr. COVERLEY: Yes; and hie is a vecry
good man and has done excellent work, but
us one area only. He has concentrated on
the tropical agriculturists in the Gascoyne
district, I aim not concerned with one par-
ticular aspect of the North, but with the
development of the whole of the North. The
Agricultural Department should experiment
with irrigation and grasses for fattenng
stock iii the far North as well as in the lower
North. They should also experiment with
the importation of herbages to take the place
of the natural herbage, which is being
ruined year after year, first of all by
drought and then by stupid management on
the part of the pastoralists who hold the
country.

Mr. Doncy: W"hat is it that prevents the
expert froni travelling further North '

M1r. COVERLEY: I am not in a position
to give the hon. member that information,
unless the reason is that the expert has too
much to do, is too busy where he is sta-
tioned. One corner of the North takes up
the whole of his time. At the season when
he -would like to be up in the far North, he
is needed by the banana industry lower
down. The department worry a good deal

about exports, but there is a groat deal of
work to ho done by a lay person in trying
out irrigation schemes in the Wyndhanm dis-
trict, where there is ample wator and aniple
pumping power. All that is needed is some
firm with the energy to try out irrigation
schemes. In course of time that will coma.
Western Australian pastoralists desire to)
compete its the oversca market; and event-
uiialy irri gation s~heines of sonic description
will hare to be established in the neigh hour-
hood Of Wyndhamn, so that three or four-
year-old buttocks can be pastured for six
or 12 months on the irrigated area be-
fore being passed through the meatworks.
I do not know whether the pastoralists are
in a financial position that will enable them
to do anything, or even if they have the
ambition to try out anything of the sort, so
I hope the Oovernment, in the interests of
the development of the North, will take the
matter in hand at once. That reminds me of
a report that I read recently. It was one
presented to the Australian Institute of
Eng-ineers by Mr. flrak-e-Broekman, who is
their chairman. The report was one of the
soundest I have ever had the pleasure of
reading in relation to the North and the
North-West of the State. To-day I gave
notice of a question in which I ask the
Premier if he Will authorise the distribution
of the report in pamphlet form. for the
benefit of members and the heads of various
departments. I have been through the re-
port very carefully and I agree with 98 per
cent, of what Mr'. Drake-Brockman has
written. I hope the Premier will see fit to
appoint t committee to investigate the
report and frame their conclusions for pre-
sentation to Ministers, so that they may form
the basis of a plan for the future develop-
ment of the northern parts and by that
means place something concrete before the
Government of to-day and future Adminis-
trations, that they will be able to follow con-
secutively, and perhaps avoid a repetition
of the stupid extension of pastoral leases,
without placing some obligation upon the
lessees to do something in return. At the
present tune, those lessees are ruining many
hundreds of thousands of acres through not
making any effort to assist Nature to main-
tain the feed on the pastoral holdings. In
my opinion, the latest extension of the leases
that was granted by Parliament was the
greatest politically criminal act ever known.
I have no objection to the extension of the



[ASSEMBLY.)

leases but if such extensions are to be agreed
to, some obligation should be east upon the
lessees to maintain the carrying capacity of
the holdings.

Ron. C. G1. Latham: But You supported
that extension of the leases.

Mr. COVERLE. No, I did not agree
with the action that was taken.

Hon. 0. G. Latham: Look at the division
list.

Mr. COVERLEY: Surely the Leader of
the Opposition is aware that I presented a
minority report to the Minister, setting out
my reasons for disagreeing. As to whether
I supported the Bill when it was before the
House, I may have cast my vote as he sug-
gests, but that does not alter the fact that I
knew very well that the passing of that
legislation was isot in the best interests of
the State. I made that quite clear in my
report to the Minister. The Government at
that time provided an innovation regarding
the rental of the pastoral leases that, in my
opinion, was quite good in one respect. I
refer to the policy of making the interest,
or rentals payable, regulated according to
the price of wool.

f The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Ron. C. G. Latham: That was all right
when prices, were on the downgrade, hut
was not so good when prices were going up.

Mr. COVER LEY: I am not concerned
about thaL

Mr. Patrick: And the seasons affected the
position, too.

Mr. COVER LEY: What I am concerned
about is that the pastoralists should sub-
,divide their country with a view~ to
providing resting paddocks in the sev-
eral areaM from time to time, and so
protect their properties against over-
stocking. Under existing conditions the
country is beingr ruined through over-stock-
ing. Cattle are crowded round the water
supplies, with the result that all the edible
rasses are being eaten out, and only the
rank, coarse grasses are able to prevail. I.
have little further to say except to express
the thanks of my electors to the State Lot-
eries Commission for the valuable assistance
rendered to the residents of the North,
which enabled cooling apparatus to be pro-
vided at the various isolated hospitals and
the procuring of radio facilities for the
outer areas. For this assistance, I express

the sincere thanks on behalf of the people
of the Far North.

M&. PATRICK (Greenough) [8.351: 1
join with other members who have offered
their eongratulations to the Premier on his
return from his visit to England, restored
apparently to his old-time goohel.I
also agree with the member for Kenowna
(Mr. Nulsen) in his assertion that it is- in
the interests of the State that the Premier,
or some other Minister, should be sent on
trips abroad. After all, the people the Pre-
mier visited are the main purchasers of
the goods that Western Australia has to sell,
and it is certainly advisable to see our ens-
toinr now and again. Personally, I would
be very pleased if I had the opportunity to
take such a trip. The member for North-
East Fremantle (Mr, Tonkin) stated it was
time that all men now on part-time work
were restored to full-time employment. I
quite agree with him.

Hon. C. G. Latbam: We all do.
Mr. PATRICK: I do not think he was a

member of this House when Government
members, who were then sitting in Opposi-
tion, had something to say in that regard.
I remember tliat at that time the finances
of the State were in a most deplorable con-
dition. The present Premier, who is a very
fair man, referred the other night to that
fact and said that it had been impoisiblc for
the then Government to incur much expendi-
ture that had been desirable because they
could not raise the necessary finance. Never-
theless;, at that very time, night after night,
prominent Labour miembewr.; implored the
Government to put men on full-time employ-
ment to the extent of the financial resources
available. They advanced the theory that
if the men were put on full-time employ-
mient, there would be such an expansion of
the spending powers of the public that auto-
inatically all those who were out of work
would be placed in employment. To-day the
financial position is tremendously improved
and revenue has increased enormously. If
that theory was good in those days, surely
the present Government have a good oppor-
tunity to test out the theory to-day. There
would be no harm in doing so, and I am
astonished that Government supporters do
not endeavour to keep their Ministers up
to the mark and urge them to test out the
theories they advanced when sitting in Op-
position. Then, again, I remember that
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when the financial emergency tax waz intro-
duced, Labour members, who were then in
Opposition, supported ain amendment thle
object of which was that all money so raised
should be paid into a trust fund and used
entirely for the relief of unemployment. We
do not hear any such suggestion now. Ap)-
parently, although the receipts from that
particular tax have increased to somethingl
like £1,00,000, there is no intention to sub-
mit that proposal again. I also agree with
the member for Bunbury (Mr. Withers)
thant we cannot vry well dispense with thle
financial emergency tax now and that it
should be included in thle ordinary form of
]ilcome tax. It is not right th at a tax of
ihis nature should be oki gross income. it
should be subject to the same exemptions
as that to which the ordinary income tax
is subject. In this connection there is no
need for the flovernment to lose any rev-
enue. I pointed out a year or two ago that
it the Government adopted the South Aus;-
tralian system of collecting, inteome tax-
that is, collecting it ait Its uource-ithev
would find that they would rake in thous-
ands of pounds from mlen not now contri-
buting a pennfy. I think the member for
Murchison pointed out the same thing a
year or two ago. Ile knew, and I think all
of us know, any number of men liable to
inconie tax who never put in a return. If
we collected income tax under this systemt,
although we might lose a little by hriiwr-
in,- the present tax undcr the same exemp-
tions as the ordinary income tax, we would
certainly gain a great many thousands of
pouinds by the increased sum brought in
fronm people dodging payment altogether.
I want now to mnake a few remarks, in con-
nection with the recent referendum on miar-
keting. Although I was a bit disappointed
T was not surprised at the result. I do
not know whether it is still on the Labour
platform, but I remember that the refer-
endum question did occupy a prominent
place on that platform.

lon. C. G. Latham: It is still there.
Mr. PATRICK: It may be, but in my

opinion it is a most conservative weapon.
That has been proved in every country
where it has been adopted. In Switzerland
it generally results in a Bill which is put
to a referendum of the people being thrown
out. In coninection with thle recent
referendum, at patties ili Queensland
aupiported the mnarketings proposals andl

Yet they were defeated by a tre-
mendous majority. That is a country
where the main commodity is subject to
the same sort of system which this refer-
endumi proposed to introduce. I suppose
it only shows what might be called the sel-
fishne ss of human nature. I noticed the
other day that Mr. Curtin in Queensland
supported the sugar agreement. Why
.should not lie, as a great democrat, refer
anl inmportant question like that to a refer-
endum of the Australian people? I am
convinced that it would inevitably be
turned down by the overwhelming, condem-
nation of the Australian -people. Another
instance might he given. At the last elec-
tions in the Untited States President Roose-
velt was returned by a majority of 46 out
of 48 States in the Union, an absolutely
overwhelming majority. Yet rather than
attempt to alter the Constituition there he
preferred the scheme of trying to pack
the High Court. I may say that he was
going to attempt to pack the High Court
in at manner which sents to be peculiar
inl American politics'. I suppose that most
lion. members know that the majority of
the high appointments to the Civil Service
are given to members of thle political party
in power, If that party goes out of power,
those officials go out also. In connection
u-ith, these appointments to the High
Court, I should like to quote from a radical
newspaper, "The American Nation,'' a
paper which supports President Roosevelt,
on those proposed appointments. The
pafper states-

It turns. aut that the nppoiuttnent will be
miade on exactly' the same Ihasis as tin' naming
of a local postmuaster. lIt will be as a reward
for services rendered to a political boss who
has driven Presidential measures through the
Senate. It is significant that only practical
coinsiderati ons have becen put forward in favour
of the appointment. 'No claims aire made for
him of intellectual distinctions, and his quali-
fications as a lawyer are admittedly limited.

I read that as a little aside, hut I ant afraid
that this systeml is largEely' creeping into
politics itt Australia. There is no doubt that
the appointments that hare been made by
the present Ocrernment have been purely
political and many of them have been un-
suitable appointments, the worst of their
kind in the history of the State.

The 'Minister for Employment: You are
speaking of the Federal Government.

Mr. PATRICK: No, of the local Govern-
nacat. At this stage I would like to offer
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my congratulations to the Government for
ha'ving, in spite of adverse criticism from
outside organisations, retained one very
good man in his position-the present
Agent-General.

'Mr. Fox: Some of the lumipers think
otherwise,

Mr. PATRICK: To get back to the ques-
tion of the referendum. I am pleased to see
that a section of the Labour Party realised
the justice of the claim of the producers to
an Australian price in a country which has
anl artificial market for commodities. We
have had much talk of shorter hours of
labour. The member for West Perth (MNr.
McDonaild) referred to this and to the rising
costs inl secondary and other industries which
it would entail. Of course the main difficulty
arising front this, a,; hie pointed ont, is the
fact that the esl)ort industries would have to
carry extra costs not on] -v in thle handling of
their commodities, hut in the purchase of
tools of trade. No doubt the more enlight-
enled section of the Labour movement which
supported this referendum realised this when
they issued the anifesto supporting it.
After all, it is simple justice that if a section
of thle eoninnitv is to he sheltered from
eompetition, the most important and most
essential section of all is entitled to Austra-
lian conditions for that portion of their pro-
duet which is marketed in Australia. T
suppose the M1inliter for Employment will
bring inl puffling legrislation to protect a few
bakers agaHinst a little local competition. yet
hie opposed nation-wide legislation to protect
essential industries from unlimited world-
%vide competition, handicapped by distance
and the highest freights and handling costs
in the world. Even some of our local charges
which are supported by members opposite
are, in mny opinion, not justified. I
know the 'Minister for Railways will
probably attempt to justify the higher
cost of the carriage of bulk wheat.
Experience in other parts of the world
where wheat and other grain is carried in
bulk is that the system is a distinct advant-
age to the Railway Department and the
grain call be carried at a lesser instead of a
higher rate. In this connection I would like
to quote Mr. Sillicon who is manager of the
bulk-handling system of the Cape Province
in South Africa. This, is not conducted byV
a private company, but is a Government conl-
cern. In his report he stated definitely that
although the railways' had to provide special
rolling stock to handle bulk grain, it had
mneant a decided monetary advantage to the

Railway Department and( although not ex-
pressed in figures, it wvas considered that it
had been quite a lprofitable move on the part
of the railways to provide this special rolling
stock in view of the v-ery much improved
despatch thus given grain movement and
the qluicker turnover for the railways.
The Government themselves discovered that
ilu eonnection with one of their departments
when they provided special rolling stock for
the carriage of cement in bulk. They made
no bones then about building special rolling
stock, and I do not know that it made any
difference in the freight charged up to that
particular department. There is only one
alternative to the referendum that was pro-
posed for the marketing of Australian pro-
ducts,' and that is to put all the industries%
on thme same basis. Inl the early history of
the development of tile British Empire,, one
of tho ways in which it was built up was by
boats carrying cargoes round the world and
dlisposing of them to the best advantage. Tf

thycuddispose of those products ait two
ortretimes the normal price, they were

making a good deal; hut now the popular
idea is that the less a man gets in exchange
to)- a bag& of wheat or a hlale of wool, the
more is he prospering the country to
which he belongs. This is a dangecrous
doctrine, because it is. driving desper-
ate nations into war. During the depres-
sion, it was thought to be a good policy to
puit onl embargoes and high tariffs in order
to keep out goods, from other countries. But
it did not work out in exactly the way it
was thought it would. It night have been
good enough for one country if one country
alone had tried it; but when one country
put an embargo on imports, immediately
aniother country, which had seat the imports
into the first contry, found that their trade
was falling away, and consequiently they put
anl embargo onl goods coining into their own
country. So it went on in a vicious circle,
until the channels of international trade
were absolutely blocked. We know the ex-
perience we had in Australia. Only the
oilier day I read how the Chambers of
M\anufactures in tile Eastern States had
assured the Scullin Government that if cer-
tainl emibargoes were puit oil, the manaufac-
turers would not only retain the men already
in emnployment but would employ a hundredl
thousandl more men. Wh'Iat actually happenled?
Thousands of mcii were put off because the
mnanufacturers could not get customers to
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buy their goods. The referendum was lost,
of course, but the problem that created it
still remains. The inevitable result of the
present system is that the standard of liv-
ilig in rural areas is constantly dropping ,
and in time, no doubt, those rural areas will
lie occupied by people who are accustomed
to a lower standard of living. I have pointed
out that to a certain extent that has already
taken place in this State. Only the other
day I noticed a complaint in Victoria that
the Shepparton district, which is almos
purely a fruitgrowing district, was now get-
li'ng entirely into the hands of Southern
Europeans. Even in to-day's paper there
was a strong protest about the introduction
(if Southern Europeans into Australia.

The Minister for Mines: How are they
getting here'?

Hon. C. G. Latham: By boat!
11r. PATRICK: There is no doubt that

in a healthy state of industry the whole coin-
inanity has to prosper together; it is no usie
having one section prospering while another
is languishing. To show how the farmers
can rise to an occasion when the price is
profitable, this year there is an increase of
half a million acres of land under wheat.
If only the Government could give a govr-
antee of a few decent rains, I for one would
be prepared to close down this session and,
go into recess.

Mr. Marshall: They are too mean to give
it.

Mr. PATRICK: Yes, I think they are.
The Minister for Mines: I will guaraillee

to have a word with the Meteorologist. if
that is of any use.

Mr. PATRICK: I would agree to go into
recess because, after all, there is nothing in
the Lieut.-Governor's Speech to add any-
thing to the prosperity of the State. It is
a great pity that the good opening to the
season did not continue.

The Premier: We are all with you there.
Mr. PATRICK: I believe that already

some of the crops have failed, and others
are not looking at all promising.

The Minister for Mines: You are not
blaming us for that!

Mr. PATRICK: No. If we had had a
good seas~on this year, it would have brought
into circulation new money to the extent of
£C6,000,000 or C7,000,000. One bright spot
at present in the State is the goldmining in-
dustryv. That has largrely assisted the solv-
ing of the problem of unemployment. The

Minister for Lands the other night inter-
jected that a lot of the in attracted to the
goldfields had comec from the Eastern States.
I should like here to quote a few figures I
have taken out: During the last five years
this State has actually lost over 2,400 people
by migration out of the State. That is to
say, 2,400 more people left the State than
entered it during that period. Another in-
teresting fact in this connection is that, de-
spite the natural increase, there are to-day
2,730 fewer people in the metropolitan area
than there were five years ago, in 1932. The
natural increase was roughly 9,500, so the
city itself has actually lost no fewer than
12,000 people daring the last five years.
Presumably a greater number of those
have gone to the goldfields and farming dis-
tricts.

The Premier: WVell, that is not a bad
thing.

Mr. PATICK: No, but the Minister for
Lands seemed to think that the bigger part
of the increase on the goldfields had come
from the Eastern States.

The Minister for Mines: You can go to
ainy school on the golddields, pick out child-
ren and ask them where they came f rom,
and you will find that only one out of every
five came from the Eastern States.

Mr. PATRICK: I am giving the Minister
all that in, but the fact remains that 2,500
more people have left the State than have
comec into it during the last live years. No
doubt, as the Leader of the Opposition said
the other night, the price of gold has been
the main factor in the opening up of the
goldmining industry. This Government,
just as any other Government would have
done, have encouraged the industry. It has
paid them to do it. In a country like South
Africa, which is a greater goldmining coun-
try than is Western Australia, very heavy
taxation was put on gold, and the taxation
so derived was used to help carry on the
farming industry. But it has been found
a good policy not to put heavy taxation on
gold, because when the taxation is kept
down, lower grades of ore are treated. Even
to-day, if the taxation was any higher than
it is, the mines would be picking out gold
of much higher value than satisfies them
now. Some mines are mixing 2 dwt. ore
with 10 or 12 dirt. ore, and making the
average a payable one, and so it has paid the
State handsomely to refrain from imposing
heavy taxation on gold. At the same time,
in spite of the assistance given by the Gov-
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.erment, mines like the Big Bell mentioned
by the Premier the other night would never
have been opened up at all bad the price of
gold remained at £4 an oz. That nine could
not poss ibly have been opened up.

The Minister for 'Mines: It would not
have been opened up with gold at £8 an oz.
without the guarantee of the railway.

M1r. PATRICK: If members peruse, the
monthly reports of the leading mines of
Western Auistralia they will find that very
few of themn would have paid to work with
gold at the standard value. I do not think
the railway to the Big Bell mine made a
great deal of difference.

The Minister for M1ines: I tell you the
mine wvould not have been started but for
the guarantee of the railway.

M~r. PATRICK: Of course the railway
would have been of advantage for carrying
crude oil, by' which meanis it could be de-
livered direct to the mine.

The Minister for Mines: And the heavv
machinery was delivered direct to the maine.

[The Speaker resumed (lie Chair.]

-Mr. PATRiIC: There are mines, as the
Minister knows, like the Youanmi much
further distant from the railwayv then was
the Big Bell.

The Minister for 'Mines: And they have
been on higher values.

Mr. PATRICK: Even the Triton mine
is further distant. I should like to examine
the reason for the present high price of gold
and the proslpe(t of its continuing. It is of
no use our complacently listening to men
interested in goldmining who tell us that the
porice wvill be maintained. The annual output
has risen in seven years from 20,000,000 ozs.
to 35,000,000 ozs., and is likely to go higher,
and in actual value, at £7 an oz., it has risen
in the same period from £88,000,000 to
£245,000,000. In ordinary circuimstances,
that is, if gold performed its ordinary func-
tion, this -would mean a big rise in com-
modity prices, If there is an increase in the
output of gold, prices automatically rise.
Different countries take different measures
to prevent this rise. Great Britain did not
want prices to rise too steeply all at once,
and it may interest members to know that
although the price of gold has risen, the re-
serves in the Bank of England are still
valued in the balance sheet at 85s. per oz.
The big rise in the price of gofld has been
carried, not by the Bank, but by the Govern-

mciii. The United States did not want to use
for monetary purposes its huge amount as
that would have caused prices to rise too
rapidly in that country. Consequently the
banks were compelled to double the mini-
mum reserves of gold they were earryng,
and the Government borrowed money to buy
gold and sterilise it by locking it away. A
third factor was that in Russia, where there
was an enormous increase in the production
of gold, it was hoarded and not put on the
market, I am referring to a comparatively
short period ago. All those policies to-day
appear to he changing. Britain has under-
taken a huge rearmament policy necessitat-
ing borrowing which has caused the prices
of raw materials to rise without the other
method being resorted to. The United StateMj
have also borrowed huge sums to pay deficits
which for the last two years have amounted
to £C1,400,000,000 sterling. They have had
to borrow that huge suml for their deficits
as well as borrow to buy gold. To quote an
English authority-

They can hairdly be expected to drain their
borrowing resources to suit the world's con-
venience. American sterilisation of gold is
therefore not likely to continue indefinitely.

The Russian policy of hoarding has also
been changed in order to establish foreign
credits to buy machinery, and to carry out
the plans of that country, gold has been
thrown on the market. To quote the same
authority again-

The baskc factor is that the world is faced
with the necessity of using its gold, and there
is more gold than can be used with the present
volume of trade nnd the present level of prices.
A possible solution would be to lower the price,
but this might well obstruct the world's trad-
ing revival, and it would not elter the one-way
flow of gold to the United States.

Even if gold 'were cheaper it would auto-
matically flow to the United States because
that is the only country buying gold. The
authority continues-

The true solution of the problem is a revival
of international trade which would have the
effect of redistributing amongst the different
nations the huge reserves of gold now accumu-
lating in America.

So we revert again to the necessity for free-
ing international trade which, as I have
already pointed out, is equally necessary for
us in connection with our primary products.
That is why the United States are so anxious
for Britain and other countries to co-operate
to lower trade barriers. They are an-xious
not only to promote world prosperity, but
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to do something vital for the peace of the
world. These are problems that Australia as
a gold-producing country cannot afford to
ignore. We, in common with other countries,
must undertake the reduction of trade bar-
rier's if we want to restore permanent pros-
perity. Now let tue get back to nearer
problems. The policy of the Associated
Banks ini this State appears to be changing.
They appear to be trying to get out of rural
sectes, for which we cannot blame them,
and put their money into city buildings.
That could be overcome. I believe there is,
a certain amount of overbuilding taking
place in Perth to-day. As 1 have pointed out,
the population has fallen, and office accomt-
modation is being provided that probably
will not be required for many years to come.
On account of tire changing policy of the
Associated Banks, I believe this would be a
good opportunity for the Government to
establish a rural credit bank, even if only
as a branch of the present Agricultural
Bank. At the Agricultural Bank is a
manager who is a very capable alan accus-
tomed to banking, and he could establish a
rural credit bank on sound lines.

The Premier: It is a pity we gave the
Savings Bank away.

Hon. C. G. Latham: It was not given
away, hut do not bring that uip

Mr. SPEAKER. Order!
Mr. PATRICK: This; sort of thing is

sometimes claimed to be Labour policy. The
Minister for Employment came from South
Australia which years ago was responsible
for most of the political rviornis that took
place in Australia. One of the reformis was
introduced there in my Young days by a very
prominent man, Sir Frederick 'Holder an'd
that was the establishment of a Slate Bank.
That was a pet scheme and Sir Frederick
was not a Labour man. There is a Rural
Bank in New South Wales which deals not
only iu rural securities but goes in for
building houses and other securities of
the kind.

The Minister for Employment; In South
Australia the bank has full banking
Powers.

Mr. PATRICK: In my time it was
merely a mortgage bank. If the bank here
had full powers no doubt many people
would use it for ordinary banking purposes.

Mfr. Withers: A Labour Government tried
to introduce such a system a few years
ago hat received no support.

Mr. PATRICK: That was not my fault.

lIon. C. fl. Latham: It was not in my
time.

The Mlinister for Mines: Yes, it was.
Mr. PATRICK: I agree with the remarks

of the mnember for Murray-Wellington (Mr.
Mlclarty) as to the good work done in
country districts by Parents and Citizens'
Associations. A school in mny electorate
was entirely erected by the parents without
itn, costing the department onie penny. I
have known of other schools being erected
-it half the cost of the tenders received
by the Public Works Department.
1 agree with what another mnember
said concerning the seating accom-
itiodation in country schools, it is
an absolute disgrace. There is no
reason why the Minister for Education
s;hould ottyafwexperiments. He

might exchange some of the city accommo-
dation with the country accommodation,
and 'see how the city children like it. Chil-
(dren in the country are entitled to as good
accommodation of this kind as are chil-
dren in the metropolitan area. There is
an agitation going on for a high school
at Midland Junction and Fremnantle. It
would be a good thing to have them if
they c an be erected. The Government must
not forget that in the country parents who
desire their children to receive a higher
education have to sendl them a long way
to get it. The high school for the
northern districts at Gerald ton is not
a proper high school, arid even so
parents living in that locality have
to send their children a long distance if
thtey wish themn to get higher education.
This costs a good deal of imoney, although
the education itself is supposed to be free.
The loverameat do not appear to realise
the disabilities suffered by p~eople in the
country. N canvass is being made by the
Electoral Department in the city and large
towns to ascertain what electors are not
on the roll wvho ought to be there. These
are all places that are within a stone's
throw of electoral registrars. I do not
think any canvass is being made in the
agricultural areas, and outback centres.
Such work could be done at a little ex-
pense. At least twice a year the police go
around getting statistics. Whilst they are
doing that, they could easily get the re-
quired information for the Electoral De-
partment. The Collie miners are agitating
for the nationalisation of the maines at
Collie. I do not know whether I am speak-
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ing for any other member of my party
when I say I have a great deal of sym-
pathy for the miners. I told the House
a year or two ago I would be inclined to
support the nationalisation of the mines
at Collie. These mines are, after all, only
a utility of the lRailway Department, which
is practically their only customer.

Mr. Marshall: The East Perth power
station is a customer.

Mr. PATRICK: According to the report
of the Royal Commission, the Railway De-
partment have been plundered to the extent
of many thousands of pounds in their coal
purchases over -recent -years. Apparently,
the business is so good that a certain com-
pany promoter is very desirous of getting
control. No doubt he would make a huge
float, increase the capital cost, and an in-
creased dlemand would be made upon the
State.

Mr. Withers: The Amalgamated Collier-
ies made a profit of £C21,000 last year.

Mr. PATRICK: The generation of elec-
tric power is costing far too much in this
State. It was a blunder to erect the power
house at East Perth instead of at the more
economical centre, Collie.

Mr. North: Quite right.
M1r. PATRICK: Last year it cost .61d.

plus .2d. for interest, or .Sld- per unit to
produce power at East Perth. It mnay stir-
pnise members to know that, according to
the report of the Lake View and Star Com-
pany, current is being prod-nced at Kal-
goorlie at .66d. per unit.

The IMinister for Justice: The company
dlid not include all costs.

Mr'. PATRICK: The company was comn-
lparing the price with the previous C05(.

The Minister for Mines: They did not isec
a lb. of Collie coal to produce that current.

Mr. PATRICK; No, but they bad to cart
their fuel long distances. I assume that nall
costs have been included, as the company
were comparing the savings that had been
effected compared with the cost4 of
power -when it was 'bought through
other channels. To mak e a just
comparison they must have taken eveny-
thing into consideration, the cost of the
plant, depreciation, etc. I wish to refer to
Dr. Herman's report on the Irwin coal basin.
I am sorry the Government have not carried
out the suggestions contained in that por-
tion of the report. A local company has
been floated at Geraldton with a paltry
capital of £1,000 to attempt to

prove the existence of coal in por-
tion. of that basin at Erada. All they
are likely to do with such a s'nall.eapital is
to damn the concern, as the money is imnuili-
vient to prove the coat deposits. It woul~d
be far better if the Government attempted
to prove the deposits, and kept control of
them for their own department. If good
coal could be found there, it would he worth
many thousands of pounds in savings to the.
Railway Department, through coal being
available on the spot.

The Minister for Mines: The Government
ha ve had a fair number of analyses made.

Mr. PATRICK: Presumably Dr. Herman
had the information before him when he
urged the Government further to explore
the p)Qssibilities of the basin.

The Minister for Mines: A good deal of
further exploration has been done since Dr.
Herman was here.

Mr. PATRICK: I do not think much
mnoney has been spent there.

The 'Minister for Mines: A good deal has
been spent, but with the same results.

Mr. PATRICK: I concur in the observa-
tions of the Leader of the Opposition with
respect to our licensing laws and the mau-
tier in which they are carried out. Tile
Government missed a great opportunity in
Kalgoorlie after the riots in failing to
enforce the licensing laws there. When I
first stood for Parliament, and was rather
unsophisticated, ant elector asked me at one
of my meetings if I was in favour of pro-
hibition. As a Seotcbman I gave the blunt
reply "'No." After the meeting the chair-
man said to me, "I am a prohibitionist. T

nmsupporting you but I think you are
foolish. The other night the Leader of the
Opposition (then the member for Boulder)
was here and was asked the same question
that you were asked, and he replied 'My
dear s-ir, that is a question which Parliament
hafs already decided shall be referred to the
vote of the people'." The bon. gentleman
did not answer the question at all. There
is no reason why this matter should not be
referred to the vote of the people in a demo-
cratic country like ours. That is bow the
que~itioi' was settled in South Australia.
The country districts by a big major-
ity compelled the city people to close
the hotels earlier. I think the Minister
for Employment will bear me out in that.
I believe in the referendum all right, -and
certainly this is a question which should be
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referred to the people. There is no reason
whatever for discrimination between various
parts of the State. It may be remembered
that in a little Bill brought down by the
Minister for Employment last session, the
hon. gentleman proposed to force the Satur-
day half-holiday on all parts of the State.
although some of them had already by vote
decided against it. If in that instance there
was reason for non-discimiination through-
outt the State, that is all the more reason why
we should have a uniform licensing system
to-day. The same thing applies to the enforce-
inent of the betting laws. If those laws cannot
bie carried out, they should be repealed. The
present practice only tends. to bring con-
temipt on all our laws. That was the experi-
eNce of the United States of America in
attempting to carry out the prohibition law.
The result was that all the Jaws of the coun-
try were brought into contempt. As regards
the carrying-out of the Traffic Act, comning
fromi Upper Swami into Perth at night one
finds scores of bicycles on the road and
across the road, witout lightts, and a posi-
tive menace to motor traffic.

Hfon. C. G. Latham: And to the cyclists
themselves.

MLr. PATRICK: And to themselves, of
course. It would be easy to catch a few dozen
of these cyclists any night the police chose
to go out there. Sonic endeavour sitould be
made to enforce the traffic law for the sake
of t-he cyclists as well as the motorists. There
are various local matters which I mnay have
to bring forward when the Annutal Estimates
are introduced.

MR..WELSH (Pilbara) [9.23]- I desire
to join witht other inmnmbers in expressing
pleasure at the -Prenicmr's restoration to
hevalth, and I sincerely trust time hon. gentle-
nian's health wilt remain restored. I also
desire to express myv sympathy with thle
Minister for AL'riculture (Hon. F. .. 9.
WVise) in his accident and hope he will have

a speedy recovecry. In many quarter-s it is
believed that there is an upward trend in
conditions in Western Australia. I am sorry
to say I cannot view the position from the
samie angle. At all events,, the improvement
is not very apparent to me. In my opinion,
all the improvement in the mining industry'
has been brought about largely by the assist-
ance given to that industry by the Govern-
inent, and largely by the higher price of
gold. -But for the mining tndustry, there
would be a different tale to tell concerning

the tinanees of WVestern Australia. I ami
glad to say that ita imy dis'trict mining is
definitely- on the up grade. At Marble Bar
we hav-e a mine which possibly will prove
a great gold-producer Certainly it is the
best Minle the North has ever had. The win-
iug industry hats nid a g-reat difference to
the people and tile trade of the North dur-
ing recent years. I ask the 'Minister for
Mines agaiin whether lie c!an see his way to
appoint a resident acting wrarden in Marble
Bar to transacet all the mining business
there. At present that office is held by the
resident medical officer at Port Redland,
who visits; Marble Bar fortnightly, At most
centres he has quite a number of medical
cases to attend. In fact, his duties as a medi-
cal officer take tip most of his time. Dr.
Vickers is a very busy vman indeed from the
mnedical aspet. Therefore I 5uggest to the
'Minister that, if possible, he( should appoint
a resident acting warden in. Marble Bar.
Sonme years ago, when minling wvas not nearly
'IS IrOSperotis as. it is now, this was done,
anld the system acted verv well. I hoethe
Minister wvill see his war clear to revert to
that system. The pastoral industry in my
electorate is more favourably situated in re-
gard to rain than are thie districts further
south. However, the rain has been practi-
cally coastal, and places outback have prob)-
ably not been so well served. General Iv
speaking, however, conditions in the inds-
try arc much improved. There have been
heavy losses; of shieep and stock g-enerally,
whichi will take a great deal of making up.
Years will be required to bring the stations
back to their normal carrying capacity.
H1owever, we are fortunately situated in
comllarison with other ports of the State. I
wvish to take up again the question of wild
do-,,.. The tune hans arrived when the bonus
shiould be restored to its formner level, so as
to enable trappers to make a living at the
business, At present it is highly difficult to
get men to take it up. In one little circle I
know of, the bonus for dogs has been raised
to £5 per head, in order to g&et rid of those
coining in. I hope the Government will see
their way to restore the bonuses on dogs
and foxes. Foxes9 arc. also getting fairly
numerous. In this way the Governmient
could assist the paistoralists of the North.
Perhaps an allocation couild be made from
the proceeds of the land tax tn allow these
bonuses to be restored. The wool position,
I am thankful to say, is good; and this fae-
tor will go0 towards mnaking up leeway. If
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pr*ices remain firm, we may see a return of
our former prosperity. The member for
Kimberley (Mr. Coverley) made reference
to the aerial medical service in the North.
In doing so lie touched a subject that suits
me. The aerial medical service has proved
a wonderful boon1 to the people of the North.
It ha~s iciven them a different outlook alto-
gether. Coupled with the iastallation of
ped-al sets, tile mnedical service has given
people livingz oll the beaten track a feeling
of security, and brought them into contact
wvith a circle of friends, whomn they have
ne~ver mnet. They can sit at night tallkino
about thinge of mutual interest to them, The
wireless service is a wonderful boon, and I
am inded thankful that the Government
have een their way to make a grant for
its upkeep. I hope that grant will he, con-
tinned. One cannot qicak too highly of the
flying doctor and the efficient wireless staff.

The Minister for Health: Don't you think
the nationalisation of the rest of the medical
profo'ssion iii the North is coming too?

31r. WELSH: A large improvement in
that direction has taken place lately. The
people in my electorate and further North
are perfectly well. satisfied. I wish to men-
tion that the wireless staff are always ready
and willing to help the man outback in
every wayl possible s~o a.s to make life
there mutch easier. I feel sure that wvhat-
ever State aszsistance can be given to this
service will be highly appreciated and fully
justified. The member for Kimberley also
referred to the miatter of road rants. The
people in the North are very grateful to
the Government for the assistance they
have rendered ini that direction. The ex-
peaditure of that money was urgently re-
quired in the North. I have frequently
pointed out that in the Far North our
roads are really roads in name only, and
it would require the expenditure of a large
sum of money to earry out the thorough
construction of them. In fact, it would
take quite a lot of money to put them in
anything like a condition of repair. I am
sure that whatever money the Government
make availaible for the work, the sum ye-
piresents the most they can provide with
the funds available to them, and I hope
that the amount of the grant will be in-
creased later on. The money that has
been made available -will go far towards
providing the North with roads, and I hope

that better things will be apparent in
the future.

On motion by Hon. P. D1. Ferguson, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjonriud at 9.02 p.m.

legislative C~ouncl,
Thursday, 19th August, 1937.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUE&STION-MINING DISEASES AND
STATE INSURANCE.

ion. C. G. ELLIOTT asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, What was the amount of pre-
iniumns collected by the State Insurance Offie
for the year ended 30th June, 1937, from
the goldinining industry for insurance
against liability to pay compensation for
mining diseases under the Third Schedule
of the Workers' Compensation Act? 2,
What were the total payments made under
the Workers' Cornpensation Act for the year
ended 310th Juine, 19437, as compensation to
sufferers from minilng diseases?

The CHfIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
X122,488 55s. 3d. 2, Actual payments,
1C7,341 17s. 5d. In addition, there was an
.amount of £25,000 paid to the Treasury in
respect of payments previously made under
the Miners' l-'thisis Act and which could
have beeni claimed under the Third Schedule
of the Workers' Compensation Act. These
figures do not show the amnount outstanding
iii regard to claims already admitted, the


